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20th September 2010

To: Mr Justin Madden MLC

Minister for Planning

Ministerial Office

Level 17/8 Nicholson Street,

East Melbourne VIC 3002

Dear Mr Madden,

Re: Regional Rail Link (RRL) – residents that are marked to be compulsory acquired

I am writing in relation the Regional Rail Link project and the properties that are set to be 
acquired as part of the project.  Although residents went to great lengths to prepare both 
individual and group submissions outlining preferences and concerns around the project these 
do not seem to have been fully represented in the EES referral prepared by the Department of 
Transport.  

For residents that are marked to be acquired the key concerns are:

1. Being forced to leave Footscray due to high property costs in the area and so many 
people being forced into the market at one time. Leaving us displaced from our 
community.

2. Limited availability of public housing and rental properties in the area.
3. Ongoing support for special needs residents especially long term residents.
4. Support for individual finance needs by means of government funded loans.

Through our community meetings it is also evident that the affected residents have little 
confidence in the amount of support that will be offered from the Government and 
Department of Transport in particular relation to:

1. Support in finding similar accommodation within the Footscray area either to purchase 
or rent.

2. Support with financing a new property.
3. Emotional support through what may be a traumatic experience for some residents.

Finally, the management of this project from notification to consultation to implementation 
has been a complete bungle which I am sure you are fully aware of and do not require me to 
go into full detail. How can we trust that the DoT and your government will treat us fairly and 
equitably?  They may just be a bunch of houses to you but let me assure you they are our 
homes, memories and our community that this project will be impacting.
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I request that before making a decision on the EES referral and how to proceed with or 
without specific conditions that you take into account the above concerns. 
Should you wish to discuss this further, I invite you to contact me on 0409-526-358.

Sincerely,

Rhiannon Modica
150 Buckley Street Footscray

Name Address Signature
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