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Executive Summary
Maunsell AECOM (Maunsell) has been engaged by the Department of Transport (DoT) to prepare the
Social Impact Assessment (SIA) for the proposed Regional Rail Link West Werribee to Deer Park
(RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park). The purpose of the SIA is to make a recommendation to DoT about
which rail alignment and station location options are preferred from a social planning perspective. The
assessment will inform the selection of the preferred alignment and station locations that are to be reserved
in the Wyndham, Melton and Brimbank Planning Schemes.

This SIA is a desktop analysis. The project methodology for the assessment included a literature review,
community profiling and analysis, consultation with Government and non-government stakeholders, and an
audit of social services and community facilities. Following this work, an initial assessment was undertaken
to inform the Alignment Selection Workshop.

At the Workshop, the engineering investigation deemed the N1 and N1B concept alignments incapable of
meeting the operational plan and a refinement of option N1 was presented; N1-HAL02. Further assessment
was undertaken for this alignment and due to the unacceptable level of social impacts, the alignment was
further refined to N1-HAL02A. The findings of the SIA for alignments N2, N1-HAL02 and N1-HAL02A are
summarised in the table below.

Criteria N2
N1-

HAL02
N1-

HAL02A

Impact of severance effects upon road, public transport, walking and
cycling networks to community facilities and properties, retail precincts
and access to properties

Poor
Mod
Well

Mod
Well

Impact on local social networks, community patterns and linkages. Well
Mod
Well

Well

Proximity to activity nodes and employment centres Well
Very
Well

Very
Well

Impact on access to regional health and education facilities Very
Well

Very
Well

Very
Well

Impact on employment opportunities and access improvements to areas
of employment Well

Very
Well

Very
Well

Number of properties by type affected by acquisition (agricultural,
residential, commercial, public space) Poor

Very
Poor

Mod
Well

Land holdings by type that stand to benefit from proximity to a station Well Well Well

Impact resulting from the construction, operation and maintenance of
the rail route on residents, important community facilities and open
space, in terms of – noise, dust and fumes, visual intrusion, light,
aesthetics, vibration and landscaping.

Poor
Mod
Well

Mod
Well

Impact of the route on sites of European and Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage and the public’s enjoyment of these spaces. Poor Poor Poor

Impact of the route on open space (including linear open space
networks) and environmental sites valued for their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

Mod
Well

Mod
Well

Poor

Impact on the use and development of recreational facilities Poor Well Well

Overall Well Well Well
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Whilst the overall difference between the options is low and all three options scored well, there are key
areas of difference between the options. The differences between the options are:

‚ The impacts resulting from dislocation and severance are less for N1-HAL02A than they are for
alignments N2 and N1-HAL02.

‚ N1-HAL02A and N1-HAL02 would provide the same level of access to goods and services as each
other, whereas N2 would result in the community travelling further to access goods and services.

‚ N1-HAL02 would require the acquisition of residential properties in the northern section of the
alignment and N2 would require partial acquisition of Boral Quarry, whereas N1-HAL02A does not.

‚ N1-HAL02 and N1-HAL02A will have less impact on the amenity of local properties than
alignment N2, as they have fewer properties within 250m and 500m of the proposed rail corridor.

‚ All options will have a similar impact on heritage places.

‚ N1-HAL02A will have a slightly higher impact on recreational places than either N1-HAL02 or N2.

The social impact assessment has found that the preferred alignment is N1-HAL02A. The impacts
associated with N1-HAL02A are (it is noted that all alignment options would have had similar impacts to
lesser / greater degree):

‚ Dislocate community connections along the rail corridor where housing has already been developed,
particularly either side of Armstrong Road reservation in Wyndham Vale.

‚ Improve access to jobs, community infrastructure, shopping, other facilities and resources used by the
community by making transport more available and affordable.

‚ Require the acquisition of 5 farm dwellings / farm buildings, and 5 rural living dwellings.

‚ Other property (not buildings) to be acquired include 30 farming properties, 2 businesses, 12 rural
living properties, 1 area of public open space and land earmarked for residential development.

‚ It is noted that the majority of the corridor is through farm land where developers already have
agreements with the owners to acquire and develop the land.

‚ Amenity impacts during construction of the corridor include noise, dust and fumes. Amenity impacts
during operation include noise and visual impacts.

‚ The greatest impact on amenity will be felt where there is existing housing, at present housing is
located in the Central Park and Wyndham Vale residential estates.

‚ The design of grade separated crossings will also have an impact on visual amenity, especially where
bridges are located close to and overshadow stations, activity centres and other public places.

‚ Whilst passing through a local heritage listed site, the listed building is not directly impacted.

‚ The preferred alignment is likely to require the relocation of a Pony Club that uses public open space
located to the south-east of Dohertys and Woods Road. However, proposed residential urban
development is likely to also require its relocation.

In order to reduce residual impacts the following issues need to be managed and mitigation techniques
employed:

‚ Provide grade separated pedestrian paths over / under the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park Corridor
at intervals less than every 1,600 metres and ensure that the proposed pedestrian crossing between
Bon Thomas Reserve and Central Park estate can be constructed.

‚ Construct a shared pathway along the length of the RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park connecting to
activity centres, public open spaces and other community infrastructure.

‚ Implement an urban design program that links in with the detailed design of the rail corridor to deal
with visual amenity impacts and physical access barriers at locations where road and / or rail bridges
impact on private and public spaces – especially at public spaces, activity centres, sensitive heritage
sites and dwellings.

‚ If the Pony Club has to be relocated then opportunities to reuse the site as passive public open space
should be investigated.
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background to the Project

The Department of Transport (DoT) is investigating the opportunity to link the Ballarat and Geelong
railway lines with a new corridor.  The project is known as the Regional Rail Link – West Werribee to
Deer Park (RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park).

Detailed technical investigations of the constraints and opportunities for the proposed rail corridor are
underway, of which this Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is one component.  The combined
investigations will inform the selection of the preferred alignment.  The result of this investigation will
assist in the planning justification to reserve a rail corridor and train station locations in the Brimbank,
Wyndham and Melton Planning Schemes.

The Department of Transport’s project objective for this phase of the RRL - West Werribee to Deer
Park are to:
‚ To identify land reservation requirements for the Regional Rail Link – West Werribee to Deer

Park; and
‚ To investigate the operational dimensions and network effects of a potential Regional Rail Link –

West Werribee to Deer Park linking the Geelong and Ballarat rail corridors.

It is envisaged that the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park will directly deliver integrated land use and
transport benefits including:
‚ Separating Geelong regional trains and Werribee suburban trains on the existing rail corridor,

thereby providing a substantial increase in reliability and frequency for both services

‚ Providing a dedicated rail link on a new alignment through the new growth areas of Wyndham
Vale, Tarneit and Derrimut, giving residents and others a high standard rail link

‚ Allowing for future expansion of suburban rail services.

The RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park is part of a broader suite of rail projects, which are
documented in the Victorian Transport Plan.  The Link will indirectly provide for:
‚ Increased passenger carrying capacity into and out of Melbourne’s CBD from the west

‚ Improved train service punctuality on the Werribee, Geelong and Ballarat lines

‚ Reduced journey times for users of both regional and suburban services

‚ Greater choice of transport options to, from and across the city for the communities in the
investigation area

‚ Reduced road congestion on the western and south-western metropolitan road corridors

‚ Changes in travel patterns including increased use of active and public transport and a reduction
in car dependency

‚ Relief for rail congestion in the CBD area and hence improvement of service capacity

‚ Improvements in Melbourne’s rail system’s (both heavy and light) including capacity, reliability
and performance.
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1.2 The Project Investigation Area

The study area for this project is approximately thirty kilometres long.  It traverses an area of largely
rural and rural residential land between the Ballarat Rail Corridor at Deer Park in the north, and the
Geelong Rail corridor at Werribee in the South (Figure 1).  The general investigation area is peri-urban
in character, generally just outside of the metropolitan area.  The investigation area is subject to a
wide range of change processes, particularly pressure for urban development.  Part of the
investigation area is within the existing Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) and the balance is within the
investigation area for expansion of the UGB nominated in the State Government’s Melbourne @ 5
Million.

The study area for the proposed rail corridor crosses through three municipalities – the longest and
most strategically important section of the corridor is located in the City of Wyndham, the next longest
section is in the Shire of Melton and a very small section is located in the City of Brimbank.

Figure 1 - Investigation Area Location

1.3 Background to the Social Impact Assessment

The Department of Transport appointed Maunsell AECOM to carry out a Social Impact Assessment
(SIA) of the alignment options for the proposed RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park.

Linking the regional rail lines is anticipated to both facilitate future development of the investigation
area, and shape how and where development occurs.  It is therefore very important to ensure that
social development issues are considered in planning the best alignment for the rail line.

There are a variety of opportunities, impacts and constraints that may facilitate or obstruct social
development in the investigation area. These have been identified and articulated in the SIA and
throughout the process to ensure that the proposed corridor achieves net community benefits.
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In general opportunities include:

‚ Minimising social severance

‚ Improving local and intra-regional travel

‚ Increasing intra-regional employment containment and thereby improving regional sustainability

‚ Reducing household expenditure in the region by reducing transport costs

‚ Guiding the location of activity nodes and community facilities for future growth areas, and
providing excellent public transport that links communities and facilities

‚ Providing wider social benefits to areas where housing affordability will be targeted and where
young families will be established

‚ Support for wider economic growth and employment growth within the investigation area

‚ The potential to develop open space links along the corridor and possibly link to existing and
proposed open spaces.  As well as providing a buffer between the rail line and residential areas,
this may encourage the use of active transport modes to and from public transport and activity
nodes, which would be a significant social benefit.

Social issues include:

‚ The low level of employment self-containment in the region and the need for commuter
infrastructure that this creates

‚ The negative social impacts of long commuting times for workers, including impacts on social
cohesion and social capital

‚ There are areas of social disadvantage in the general investigation area, and the consequential
equity issues around transport access

‚ There has been rapid population growth in the region, but housing stock is not diverse and
development of community services has lagged behind residential development.

‚ Effects of construction and operation on amenity

1.4 Project Objectives and Assessment Criteria

To assess which proposed rail corridor alignment and station locations perform the best from a social
planning perspective, a set of objectives and criteria by which to measure the alignment options was
developed (Table 1). The assessment criteria were informed by State and local policy, and developed
in consultation with the DoT.
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Table 1 - Planning Objectives and Assessment Criteria for Social Impact Assessment

Planning Objectives Assessment Criteria

To minimise the dislocation
or severance of
communities and activities,
and to maximise
opportunities for improved
connectivity

‚ Impact of severance effects upon road, public transport, walking
and cycling networks to community facilities and properties, retail
precincts and access to properties

‚ Impact on local social networks, community patterns and linkages

To maximise access to
goods, services and
employment

‚ Proximity to activity nodes and employment centres

‚ Impact on access to regional health and education facilities

‚ Impact on employment opportunities and access improvements to
areas of employment

To minimise the negative
impacts to people and
property of acquiring land

‚ Number of properties by type affected by acquisition (agricultural,
residential, commercial, public space)

‚ Land holdings by type that stand to benefit from proximity to a
station

To protect and enhance
amenity and wellbeing of
nearby sensitive land uses

‚ Impact resulting from the construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route on residents, important community
facilities and open space, in terms of – noise, dust and fumes,
visual intrusion, light, aesthetics, vibration and landscaping.

To protect and enhance
enjoyment of local heritage
and recreation places

‚ Impact of the route on sites of European and Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage and the public’s enjoyment of these spaces

‚ Impact of the route on open space (including linear open space
networks) and environmental sites valued for their biodiversity
and enjoyment by the community

‚ Impact on the use and development of recreational facilities

1.5 Project Methodology

1.5.1 Background

The methodology for the SIA was structured to deliver a Working Paper with a draft evaluation of the
key social issues in time for a Specialist Workshop, followed by this, a final report with a full
assessment of the social impacts.

The methodology was planned to address the consultancy objectives, which are:

‚ To develop a clear description of the social values and social issues within the investigation area

‚ To assess the potential impacts of the proposed alignment options on residents, community
facilities, special interest attractions and on different groups within the community

‚ To assess the potential impacts of the proposed alignment options on future urban growth
opportunities from a social benefit and impact analysis, including transport access and impacts on
residents

‚ To develop and describe opportunities to avoid or mitigate potential impacts through design or
management and also ways to enhance the social outcomes of the preferred alignment.
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The project methodology included the following activities:

‚ Project Inception

‚ Literature Review and Preliminary Assessment

‚ Secondary Data Collection and Analysis

‚ Consultation with Government and non-government stakeholders

‚ Social Services and Community Facilities Audit

‚ Specialist Workshop

‚ Assessment of Social Impacts

‚ Reporting.

1.5.2 Limitations of the Social Research

Due to time and confidentiality constraints associated with DoT’s project schedule, it was not possible
to undertake all of the proposed primary social research activities. There have been no interviews
undertaken with landowners and focus groups have not been conducted. These are a fundamental
part of undertaking a comprehensive SIA. Maunsell representatives and DoT staff did however meet
with several key stakeholders with interests in the investigation area to discuss the project. These
meetings were not social research interviews but were more general meetings to inform the
stakeholders of the study process.  These stakeholders did not include all of the organisations
originally envisaged when scoping the methodology.

A detailed SIA is usually undertaken when detailed concept drawings are available that indicate
alignments, elevations and relationships with surrounding land uses. This level of detail was not
available for this analysis.

The SIA analysis is a desktop analysis which is indicative and focuses on documenting key social risk
areas and recommending where further analysis is required for a comprehensive assessment.

1.5.3 Stakeholder Interviews

Maunsell’s social planner was present at meetings with the following organisations:
‚ Wyndham City Council

‚ Growth Areas Authority

‚ Department of Planning and Community Development

‚ VicRoads

‚ Dennis Family Corporation

‚ PEET Limited

‚ Sutton Hill

‚ Devine Limited.
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2.0 Social Policy Context
This section sets out the State and local government social policy relevant to the project. These social
policies were used in the previous stage of the RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park project to inform
the development of the social planning objectives and criteria. The social planning objectives and
criteria are outlined in Table 1.

2.1 State Government Social Policy

The following strategic state government documents have been reviewed in relation to their relevance
to the proposed corridor. The documents are particularly relevant to increasing the use of sustainable
transport and linking communities.

The Victorian Transport Plan (2008)
The Victorian Transport Plan alludes to a number of social policy objectives, including:

‚ The need to provide public transport in-step with planning for population growth

‚ Providing more housing and employment choices, and more transport choice.

‚ Reducing travel times to enable people to spend more time with family and friends, and hence
improving community resilience.

A Fairer Victoria (2008)
A Fairer Victoria is a whole of Government social policy action plan to address disadvantage and
promote inclusion and participation. The Plan recognises that social exclusion is most strongly
experienced in places “with poor outcomes in terms of employment, income, housing, crime, health,
disability and family conflict”. Often these poor outcomes are attributable to a lack of business and
industry, housing choice, education, transport, health services, or community networks. A key
objective of the Plan is to overcome barriers to economic and social participation by rectifying factors
that prevent people gaining access to opportunities, such as education and jobs, community facilities
and services. The RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park will facilitate improved access to the
opportunities can improve the community’s health and well-being.

Go For Your Life Strategic Plan 2006-2010 (2008)
The Go for Your Life Strategic Plan aims to improve the health and well-being of Victorians by
improving healthy eating and active lifestyles. A key component of the Strategic Plan is to create a
built, natural, social and economic environment that supports a healthy lifestyle. The Strategic
Plan promotes:

‚ An approach to planning and policy at state and local levels that encourages the development of
the built, social and natural environment of local communities in a way that supports Victorians to
adopt healthy and active lifestyles.

‚ Improvements to the built, social and natural environments that support higher levels of physical
activity. These improvements will include initiatives that encourage and support Victorians to use
active transport options to get to school and work, as well as changes to community aspects such
as improved facilities for walking and cycling, better access to outdoor space and recreational
facilities, and greater neighbourhood amenity and appeal.

‚ Building the capacity of relevant professions (such as engineering, architecture, building, and
transport, urban and social planning) to incorporate healthy and active principles in design and
development.

Professional guidelines to incorporate these principles into urban design have been further developed
in the Health by Design: A Planners' Guide to Environments for Active Living (Heart Foundation,
2004). It is recommended that these guidelines are used to inform the design of the RRL – West
Werribee to Deer Park.
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Melbourne @ 5 million (2008)
Melbourne @ 5 Million grew out of the Melbourne 2030 Audit: Analysis of Progress and Findings from
the 2006 Census (DPCD, 2007), which highlighted that actual growth has been significantly higher
than projected in Melbourne 2030, leading to a quicker take-up of land zoned for urban growth.
Melbourne @ 5 Million interprets the implications of Melbourne’s population growth forecast of 5
million people by 2030 (Victoria in Future (2008)), and its policy initiatives should be considered
together with Melbourne 2030. The Investigation Area for Wyndham is 8,351 hectares. A minimum of
5,375 hectares is required for urban development to meet the population target for this area. The
opportunities for urban expansion are constrained by existing land uses, water bodies, and significant
flora and fauna.

Figure 2 - Melbourne West Urban Growth Boundary and Investigation Area

Source: Melbourne @ 5 Million, DPCD

Western Regional Housing Statement (2006)
The Western Regional Housing Working Group developed the following vision for the future of the
Western Region.  The Western region includes the municipalities of Brimbank, Hobsons Bay,
Maribyrnong, Melton, Moonee Valley and Wyndham

The vision for the next 30 years is to grow by approximately 287,000 people and 149,000
households. Housing is to be affordable, well-located, connected to the open space network
and made up of diverse communities.

The Housing Statement encourages a greater proportion of new households in existing and
growth areas to locate in activity centres where housing can be co-located with local community
facilities, business investment and public transport networks. In conjunction with planning for
housing, the Housing Statement supports new policies that develop transport, employment and
physical and community infrastructure in the Western Region.
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Key objectives of the Housing Statement include:
‚ Ensuring adequate infrastructure and services to support housing

‚ Identifying and addressing priority regional physical and social infrastructure needed to support
projected housing growth

‚ Identifying and addressing improved and upgraded public transport infrastructure and services to
support current and future population and housing growth and change

‚ Improving and upgrade public transport infrastructure and services

‚ Maintaining and accessing employment and economic opportunities

‚ Delivering environmentally sustainable outcomes.

Wyndham Growth Area Framework Plan (2006)

The Wyndham Growth Area Framework Plan builds on the earlier the Wyndham Growth Area:
Towards Melbourne 2030 Report from 2004. The updated Wyndham Growth Area Framework Plan
includes the growth communities of Wyndham Vale, Hoppers Crossing, Point Cook, Tarneit and
Laverton.

The plan provides for Werribee to continue in its role as a Principal Activity Centre, Werribee Plaza as
a Major Activity Centre and the proposed Manor Lakes as a Major Activity Centre, as shown in Figure
3. The Wyndham Framework Growth Area Plan reinforces the potential RRL - West Werribee to Deer
Park through Wyndham Vale and the proposed Manor Lakes Activity Centre.

Of relevance to the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park, the framework plan also provides for:

Housing
The Plan provides for a variety of housing needs by:
‚ Basing development on walkable neighbourhoods centred on local activity centres and clustered

to support larger activity centres and with higher housing densities focussed on the activity
centres and public transport services; and

‚ Provision within neighbourhoods for a mix of housing types, sizes and prices with higher housing
densities focussed in and around activity centres and public transport services.

Activity Centres

The Plan provides for vibrant activity centres by:

‚ Developing the Werribee Principal Activity Centre (Transit City) as a mixed-use principal activity
centre; and

‚ Development of other major activity centres at Werribee Plaza, Manor Lakes Laverton and the
Boardwalk Activity Centre.

Employment
The Plan provides for economic and employment growth by:
‚ Encouraging new employment opportunities along the Princes Highway and the Werribee rail

line.

Transport

The Plan provides for the transport needs of the growth area by:

‚ Making provision for a future public transport network including both the Principal Public
Transport Network (rail and bus) and other local bus services.

‚ Connecting the major activity centres and employment nodes within the growth area with public
transport services.
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Figure 3 - Wyndham Growth Area Framework Plan

Source: www.gaa.vic.gov.au

Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Area Framework Plan (2006)
The Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Area Framework Plan, shown in Figure 4, builds on the
recommendations from the Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Area Plan: Towards Melbourne 2030
Report.

As outlined in the framework plan key areas of the Melton-Caroline Springs growth area include
Caroline Springs, Hillside, Ravenhall and Taylors Hill. The growth area framework plan outlines the
location of key components, including activity centres, the urban growth boundary, areas of land
supply, existing and proposed employment areas, and the Principal Public Transport Network (PPTN).

The Plan shows that the Major Activity Centre at Caroline Springs will be complemented by smaller
neighbourhood centres in the surrounding urban areas. The Truganina employment node is also
shown in the Plan and in the future it will reach as far west as Christies Road.

The following aspects of the framework plan are relevant to the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park:

Housing
The Plan provides for a variety of housing needs by:
‚ Basing development on walkable neighbourhoods centred on local activity centres and clustered

to support larger activity centres and with higher housing densities focussed on the activity
centres and public transport services; and

‚ Provision within neighbourhoods for a mix of housing types, sizes and prices with higher housing
densities focussed in and around activity centres and public transport services.

Transport

The Plan provides for the transport needs of the growth area by:

‚ Making provision for a future public transport network including both the Principal Public
Transport Network (rail and bus) and other local bus services.
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Figure 4 - Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Are Framework Plan

Source: www.gaa.vic.gov.au

Growing Victoria Together (2005)
Growing Victoria Together is the key State Government statement of social development policy.  The
2005 version of Growing Victoria Together states the following:

The Victorian Government’s vision is that by 2010 Victoria will have further strengthened its
performance in the following ten areas:

Key goals for Victoria outlined in the document include the creation of innovation leading to thriving
industries generating high quality jobs, protection of the environment for future generations to be built
into everything we do and have caring, safe communities in which opportunities are fairly shared.
“Growing and linking all of Victoria” is identified in the document as a strategic issue for achieving the
visions for Victoria. Linking Victoria through improved reliability and efficient transport aims to create
better links and connection of people, communities and businesses.

Under Goal 2 – Growing and Linking all of Victoria, are the following progress measures:
‚ Regional rail services will be available to more Victorians

‚ Public transport use in Melbourne as a proportion of trips taken by motorised means will increase
from 11 per cent in 2002 to 20 per cent by 2020

Other goals emphasise the need to improve participation in community life and access to health and
community services, education and training opportunities and recreational facilities.  They also
emphasise the need to build strong, diverse and engaged communities.
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Growing Victoria Together contains the following policies that are relevant to the RRL - West Werribee
to Deer Park:

‚ Ensure that the rail line increases public transport patronage for both regional and suburban
residents

‚ Ensure that the new services enhance access to a wide variety of community services and
facilities

‚ Limit any social severance that may occur as a result of construction of the railway, and propose
mitigation measures to prevent impacts on community development in new urban areas.

Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Area: Towards Melbourne 2030 (2005)
The report details the future growth prospects, land requirements, development directions, activity
centres and movement networks for the Melton-Caroline Springs Growth Area.

Key findings of the report are:
‚ There are strong concerns about public transport in Melton, especially the inadequacy of local

bus services and long distances to reach key employment, educational and recreational activities.

‚ Development of a more compact urban form will reduce demand for motorised transport.

‚ New railway stations are recommended at Ravenhall (Robinsons Road) and Toolern (near Mt
Cottrelll Road) on the Melbourne-Ballarat Railway Line.

Wyndham Growth Area: Towards Melbourne 2030 (2004)

The Wyndham Growth Area: Towards Melbourne 2030 report was prepared by the Wyndham
Committee for Smart Growth. The report investigates the future growth prospects, land requirements,
development directions, activity centres and movement networks for the Wyndham Growth Area.

Key findings of the report are:
‚ It is estimated there is 15-20 years of residential land supply if current population trends continue,

although if the upper prediction ranges are met, the supply would be exhausted in 12-13 years.

‚ Successful staging of urban development north of Leakes Road is subject to reservation of a
public transport corridor through the area. Sixty percent (60%) of future residential allotments
within the existing urban growth boundary and 90% of future allotments outside the Urban Growth
Boundary are further than 3 kilometres from railway stations along the existing rail corridor
(Geelong Rail Corridor).

‚ Rose Grange and Manor Lakes are supported as future Major Activity Centres in the north and
west of the Growth Area, respectively. It is recommended that Rose Grange Activity Centre be
allowed to expand to the north of Leakes road to integrate with a future transport corridor.

‚ Residential development in activity centres must include greater dwelling density to cater for
housing needs other than detached housing.

The Report clearly sets out the preferred growth ‘fronts’ for the Wyndham Growth Area, in particular to
the north of Leakes Road in Tarneit. It highlights the regional imbalance of jobs to residential
development and calls for more office and financial services in the region, which would also contribute
to a reduction in travel times and distances for local residents. The Report reinforces the role of the
proposed orbital bus network.
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Melbourne 2030: Planning for Sustainable Growth (2002)
Melbourne 2030: Planning for Sustainable Growth presents the Victorian Government’s vision and
long-term plan for ensuring that Melbourne’s growth is accommodated and managed in ways that are
sustainable.

Key directions from Melbourne 2030 include:

‚ Better management of population growth. Strategies which relate to this direction relevant to this
project include:

- Establish an urban growth boundary to set clear limits to metropolitan Melbourne’s outward
development

- Concentrate urban expansion into growth areas that are served by high-capacity public
transport

- Manage the sequence of development in growth areas so that services are available from
early in the life of new communities

- Protect the green wedges of metropolitan Melbourne from inappropriate development

‚ A fairer city. Strategies which relate to this direction relevant to this project include:

- Improve the coordination and timing of the installation of services and infrastructure in new
development areas

- Develop a strong cultural environment and increase access to arts, recreation and other
cultural facilities

‚ Better transport links.  Strategies which relate to this direction relevant to this project include:

- Upgrade and develop the Principal Public Transport Network and local public transport
services to connect activity centres and link Melbourne to the regional cities

- Improve the operation of the existing public transport network with faster, more reliable and
efficient on-road and rail public transport

- Plan urban development to make jobs and community services more accessible

- Coordinate development of all transport modes to provide a comprehensive transport system

- Review transport practices, including design, construction and management, to reduce
environmental impacts

- Give more priority to cycling and walking in planning urban development and in managing
our road system and neighbourhoods

- Promote the use of sustainable personal transport options

2.2 State Planning Policy Framework

The State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) is standard throughout each planning scheme in
Victoria. The SPPF relate to land use and development and is used to inform planning decisions. The
following state policies are relevant to the assessment of social impacts of the proposed RRL – West
Werribee to Deer Park.

State planning policies support the development of transport infrastructure, in addition to meeting
social needs of the community. Reserving land for strategic transport routes is a vital aspect that
needs to be planned for to ensure transport needs can be met in growth areas in the future. Support
for more sustainable personal transport options, such as walking and cycling, is also promoted.
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Clause 11 Introduction, Goals and Principles

Seven statements of principle are provided in this clause. The following principles are most relevant to
the RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park.

Clause 11.03-1 Settlement

Planning is to anticipate and meet requirements for existing and future communities through provision
of zoned and serviced land for housing, employment, recreation and open space, commercial and
community facilities and infrastructure.

Planning for settlement needs to recognise:
‚ Health and safety.

‚ Diversity of choice.

‚ Economic viability.

‚ A high standard of urban design and amenity.

‚ Energy efficiency.

‚ Prevention of pollution to land, water and air.

‚ Protection of environmentally sensitive areas and natural resources.

‚ Accessibility.

‚ Land use and transport integration.

Clause 11.03-4 Infrastructure

When planning for the development of urban and community infrastructure it should be ensured it is
done so in a way that is efficient, equitable, accessible and timely. Growth and redevelopment of
settlements should be planned in a manner that allows for the logical and efficient provision and
maintenance of infrastructure, including the setting aside of land for the construction of future transport
routes.

Clause 11.03-6 Social Needs

This clause recognises the need for providing land for a range of community and social needs, such
as affordable housing, places of employment, recreation and open space, and education, health,
cultural and community service facilities.

Land use planning and development must support safe physical and social environments for
communities and residents through the appropriate location of uses and developments and quality
urban design.

Clause 12 Metropolitan Development

This clause provides specific objectives and strategies for Metropolitan Melbourne and is based on the
principles of Melbourne 2030: Planning for Sustainable Growth.

Clause 12.05 A Great Place to Be

The objective of this clause is:
‚ To create urban environments that are of better quality, safer and more functional, provide more

open space and an easily recognisable sense of place and cultural identity.

This is to be achieved through strategies that relate to urban design, cultural identity and
neighbourhood character, safety, neighbourhood design and open space.
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Urban Design

‚ Ensuring transport corridors integrate land use planning, urban design and transport planning and
are developed and managed with particular attention to urban design aspects such as open
space potential and the use of vegetation to maintain wildlife corridors and greenhouse sinks.

Cultural Identity and Neighbourhood Character

‚ Ensuring development responds and contributes to existing sense of place and cultural identity.

Clause 12.06 A Fairer City

The objective of this clause is:
‚ To provide fairer access to and distribution of social and cultural infrastructure.

Clause 12.08 Better Transport Links

The objective of this clause is:
‚ To create a more sustainable transport system by integrating land-use and transport.

Relevant strategies in this clause relate to transport planning, the road network and walking and
cycling.

Transport Planning
‚ Reserving land for strategic transport infrastructure.

2.3 Local Planning Policy Framework

The Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) is an expression of Council and community’s vision for
the municipality. The LPPF relates to land use and development and is used to inform planning
decisions. The following policies are relevant to the assessment of social impacts of the proposed
RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park.

2.3.1 Wyndham

Wyndham’s planning polices express the need to upgrade important transport infrastructure routes to
provide efficient access to employment, service and urban areas within and surrounding the
municipality.

Clause 21.02 Profile of Wyndham

This provides an overview if the municipality.

Clause 21.02-3 A Growth Area

Wyndham is designated as one of Melbourne’s five growth areas and is experiencing some of the
highest population growth rates in Melbourne. As a result of rapid growth there needs to be continual
upgrade of physical infrastructure such as roads, to meet increasing demand.

Clause 21.02-7 Transporting the Community

This clause recognises that a high proportion of traffic in Wyndham is generated by trips to and from
work and getting to and from leisure activities, and most of these trips are made on the Princes
Freeway.
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Clause 21.03 Key Issues

One of the key issues identified in this clause is Transport . Due to rapid population growth in
Wyndham, there will be increasing pressure on the road network to cater for additional traffic.
Transport demands will primarily be from private car use.  It is stated that both road and rail transport
will face increasing capacity constraints as usage demands increase, which will require an effective
resolution of major transport planning issues through the relevant stakeholders.  .

In terms of Major industrial and employment areas  such as Laverton North and the former Laverton
RAAF Airfield there is significant capacity for expansion and form a continuous corridor for
employment activity contiguous with Wyndham’s principal transport routes.

Clause 21.04 Wyndham’s Vision

Wyndham’s vision is outlined in numerous strategic documents including the Quality Community Plan,
Corporate Plan 1998–2003, and Wyndham Strategic Framework Plan. This clause also identifies the
importance of and summaries key objectives from Clause 21.05 Objective and Strategies, which forms
a significant component of Wyndham’s Vision.

Clause 21.05 Objective and Strategies

This clause outlines eleven key objectives and strategies for achieving Wyndham’s vision. The
following clause is particular relevant this study.

Clause 21.05-3 Convenient and Efficient Movement

Objective:

‚ Accessible, safe and efficient options for the movement of people and goods within, into, and out
of, the municipality.

Council strategies:

‚ Provide for a safe and efficient network of local and arterial roads facilitating access to Wyndham
and the distribution of traffic through urban areas.

‚ Encourage development of transport opportunities and facilitate improved access and
connectivity within urban areas.

‚ Plan for future transport needs when considering the location and timing of urban growth.

2.3.2 Melton

Melton Local Planning Policies encourage integrated transport infrastructure and provide a range of
alternative transport options (including car, bus, train, bicycle and walking) to help reduce car
dependence within the municipality. Any development in the municipality should also have
consideration for its impacts on open space.

Clause 21.03 Planning Visions and Objectives for Melton

Melton’s overarching vision is follows:

The Council believes that the Shire should develop as two residential communities supported by small
villages (with constrained boundaries) all of which are surrounded and supported by non-urban land
which fulfils a variety of agricultural, environmental, visual and tourist functions which Council is
invigorating through innovative practices and environmental incentives.

Clause 21.03-2 Planning Objectives

This clause contains planning objectives to achieve the Shire’s overarching vision. Relevant planning
objectives include:
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Transport and Movement

The objective is to:
‚ Develop an efficient and integrated transport infrastructure that allows people choice about how

they move within and through the Shire.

Clause 22.03 Recreation and Open Space Networks Policy

Policy objectives in this clause include:

‚ To ensure that the maintenance of open space is considered as part of the design process in all
development.

Clause 22.04 Urban Development Policy

The purpose of this clause in the context of the Municipal Strategic Statement is to:
‚ Ensure that infrastructure is designed and provided in an efficient and timely manner and the

development of urban areas reflect sound planning principles and practices.

Clause 22.07 Transport and Movement Policy

The purpose of this clause in the context of the Municipal Strategic Statement is to:
‚ Develop an efficient and integrated transport infrastructure that allows people choice about how

they move within and through the Shire.

The basis of this policy in the Melton Shire Council is as follows.

Proper transport systems and infrastructure enable residents, workers and businesses to gain access
to services, facilities, markets and customers. A sustainable community should aim to provide a range
of transportation options - car, bus, train and bicycle. It should also seek to achieve a reduction in the
reliance on the private motor vehicle, trip length and frequency.

Relevant policy objective are:

‚ To provide a transport and movement system which meets the varying needs of the community.

‚ To provide options for people to use alternative means of travel by maximising access to public
transport, pedestrian and cyclist routes.

‚ To support the integration of transport systems with land use planning, community and economic
development.

‚ To encourage the development of a high quality, public transport system to facilitate movement
across the municipality and the region.

‚ To achieve greater efficiencies in public transport by locating higher density housing around
areas with high public transport availability.

‚ To provide a road network that meets the needs of users at a minimal cost to Council, the
community and the environment.
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2.3.3 Brimbank

Local planning policies in the Brimbank Planning Scheme outline the importance of accessibility within
Brimbank and to areas outside the municipality, using a variety of modes of transportation to ensure
no one is disadvantaged. The provisions for pedestrians and cyclists is particularly emphasised and
are identified in several of the policy clauses. A range of transportation options is also supported by
Council’s vision for infrastructure which states the municipal will be served by networks of roads and
public transport to provide convenient access to community facilities.

The following clauses from the Brimbank Planning Scheme address social components which are
relevant to the proposed corridor and contribute to making Brimbank City Council more liveable.

Clause 21.02 Municipal Profile

Brimbank has access to some of Melbourne’s largest roads, such as Western Ring Road, Western
Highway and Calder Freeway which traverse the municipality, providing Brimbank with good internal
connections and access to other parts of Victoria.

Clause 21.02-1 Exiting Conditions

This clause identifies that Brimbank has a wide range of community facilities, however rapid growth in
the municipality created the need to further strengthen community facilities and infrastructure.

Clause 21.03 Key Issues to be addressed by Strategy

This clause, specifically Clause 21.03-3 Accessibility , recognises that there needs to be readily
available access to areas within and outside Brimbank, by road, path or rail. Adequate provision of
private and public transport throughout the municipality means that no one would be disadvantaged by
age, income or disability. This clause also encourages walking and cycling as means of local
transport. Council is responsible for ensuring all community members have access to municipal
facilities, including open space, recreational venues, and community and service centres.

Clause 21.05 A Vision for the Future

In Clause 21.05 a specific section outlines the Council’s vision for Infrastructure, which states
Brimbank will be served by a quality network of roads and public transport services designed to
provide ready, convenient access to economic opportunities and community facilities.

Clause 21.12 Infrastructure

This clause identifies transport routes within the municipality will be a major focus of investment.

Relevant objectives include:
‚ Increase transport choice.

‚ Improve linkages between the northern and southern parts of the municipality, particularly in the
western sector of Brimbank.

‚ Enhance existing pedestrian and bicycle pathways.

Clause 22.01 Urban Design Policy

The urban design policies for Brimbank apply to the whole municipality.
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Policy
Matters to be taken into account in the assessment of main road development and works:

‚ Maintenance and extension of avenue plantings

‚ Built form

‚ Landscaping design

‚ Signage type and location

‚ Provision for pedestrians and cyclists

‚ Specific requirements of the particular road.

2.4 Local Government Social Policy

The following policies provide additional and more recent information about Wyndham, Melton’s and
Brimbank objectives and plans to improve social outcomes in their communities.

2.4.1 Wyndham

Wyndham Activity Centres Strategy (Draft, 2008)
The Wyndham Activity Centres Strategy sets out the future vision for the growth of Activity Centres in
the City of Wyndham. The draft Strategy was considered for this report as it reflects the potential for
urban growth to expand beyond the UGB, whereas the final version of the Strategy did not reflect this
potential. The final version of the Strategy did not consider the future growth areas as these had not
been determined at the time of its publication.

The key messages from the draft Strategy were:
‚ Rose Grange, North West Tarneit and Manor lakes are all identified as Major Activity Centres.

‚ Black Forest Road is identified as a large Neighbourhood Activity Centre.

Council Plan 2008-2012 (2008)
The Council Plan presents the City of Wyndham’s values, visions, goals and objectives. The following
objective supports the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park.

Strategic Objective 3 – Managing Sustainable Growth

Council is committed to responsible development of new physical, social and economic infrastructure
to meet the needs of the community during rapid growth while protecting Wyndham’s existing assets.

Strategies
‚ Conduct effective land use planning, ensuring appropriate diversity of land use

‚ Work to ensure improved amenities in Wyndham

‚ Work to ensure improved transport options for Wyndham.

Municipal Public Health Plan 2007-2010 (2007)
The Wyndham City Council health plan for the period from 2007 to 2010 identifies priority health
issues in the municipality that need to be addressed in the next three years. Key health issues in
Wyndham identified through research and consultation are:

‚ Access to services

‚ Mental health

‚ Substance abuse

‚ Family violence

‚ Physical activity and nutrition.
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The health of the community is influenced by a multitude of aspects related to planning. Aspects
include infrastructure, transport, amenities and environment. Good planning practice is therefore
important for identified infrastructure requirements of a rapidly growing area.

Quality Community Plan (2007)
The Vision set out in the Quality Community Plan is as follows:

‚ The City of Wyndham will be a self-reliant community providing a choice of work, education,
transport, health and recreational opportunities.

‚ Wyndham will be built on a human scale encouraging individual, family and group interaction, a
strong community atmosphere and a distinct sense of place.

‚ Wyndham will do this while protecting its natural assets, to ensure that future generations will be
able to enjoy the beauty of its waterways, grasslands and coastline.

‚ Wyndham will be known for the way in which it has preserved and developed its attributes to
create a prosperous and exciting place in which to live and work.

The following detailed vision statements are relevant in developing social assessment criteria for the
current project:

Managing Growth - Our vision is that Wyndham’s population growth will be matched by the
development of new physical, social and economic infrastructure, while protecting Wyndham’s
existing assets and natural environment.

Guiding Principles
‚ That the development of physical, social and economic infrastructure matches population growth

‚ That population growth will be accompanied by a growing sense of place and of community

‚ That growth will be managed with environmental sensitivity,

Transport - Our vision is that Wyndham will have an accessible, safe and effective transport
system that supports reduced pollution and efficient resource usage.

Guiding Principles
‚ That transport planning take into account the needs of all travellers – pedestrians, cyclists,

special need users, public transport users, freight and commuter traffic

‚ That as our population grows our transport system is upgraded to keep pace with our travel
needs and provides a modern, safe and reliable transport network across Wyndham

Urban Design - Our vision is that Wyndham’s urban design will preserve open space, with
development clustered around vibrant areas of retail, commercial and recreation activities that
act as community meeting places.

Sense of Community - Our vision is that Wyndham will use its strong sense of community,
enriched by its increasing diversity, to identify common goals and work together to achieve
them.

Guiding Principles
‚ That the foundations for building community strength of neighbourhoods will be available for all of

Wyndham

‚ That each resident has a right to equitable access to services and resources, but also has a
responsibility to contribute to the community.

‚ That diversity enriches the sense of community, rather than detracting from it

‚ That the community will achieve many of its goals through members’ contribution of time and
skills.
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Local Employment and Business Prosperity - Our vision is that Wyndham will be largely self-
sufficient in employment due to its thriving environmentally responsible retail, commercial and
industrial sectors.

Guiding Principles
‚ That emphasis is placed both on attracting new investment, and on supporting the prosperity of

existing business

‚ That businesses be economically and ecologically sustainable

‚ That linkages be forged between local businesses and between business and the wider
community.

2.4.2 Melton

Municipal Public Health Plan 2008-2012 (2008)
The Municipal Public Health Plan 2008-2012 identifies community and wellbeing needs of the Shire of
Melton. The Plan:

‚ Supports the provision of well-planned sporting facilities, open space reserves, playgrounds and
walking/ cycle trail networks.

‚ Promotes the use of non-car modes for transport.

Melton Shire Council Plan 2005-2009 (Revised, 2008)
The Melton Shire Council Plan has five core principles – access, consultation, governance, advocacy
and sustainability.  Access is particularly relevant to the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park, as this
principle focuses specifically on design that allows for physical access.

The Council Plan also outlines key directions, associated goals and strategic indicators to identify how
the success of the goals is tracking. Relevant key directions include:

‚ Improve community health and well being

‚ Ensure growth is well planned and sustainable

‚ Establish new and maintain existing infrastructure

‚ Improve the quality and quantity of public transport

Melton East Strategy Plan (Caroline Springs) (2007)
The Melton East Strategy Plan is the concept Master Plan for Caroline Springs. The residential and
community centre is located to the north of the Western Freeway, physically separated from the
Melbourne-Ballarat Railway Line and the proposed RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park. The population
projections in the Strategy Plan for this area were between 60,000 and 80,000 people depending on
land use densities.

Community Safety Plan 2006-2009 (2006)
The Melton Community Safety Plan outlines an action plan, including a response to community safety.
The Safety Plan advocates for improved public transport services in Melton Shire.

Melton Leisure and Open Space Strategy (2005)
The Leisure and Open Strategy guides Council’s management and development of the municipality’s
leisure and open space facilities and amenities. The Strategy seeks to establish leisure and open
space opportunities that are physically, geographical, financially and socially accessible. The Melton
Hike and Bike Strategy, included as part of the leisure and open space strategy, shows an east-west
bicycle trail and proposed Community Destination (potentially a railway station) south of Caroline
Springs, together with the extension of Christies Road from Caroline Springs to the proposed
community destination.
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Access and Inclusion Strategy 2005-2008 (Shire of Melton, 2005)
The Shire of Melton’s Access and Inclusion Strategy aims to:

‚ Promote active participation by citizens;

‚ Strengthen community wellbeing; and

‚ Reduce causes of disadvantage.

‚ Provide an accessible physical and natural environment which supports and encourages mobility,
inclusion, active participation and enjoyment for everyone.

‚ Creating an inclusive, accessible and supportive environment for all members of the community,
regardless of ability, race, and culture or socio economic status.

It is noted in the Strategy that an increasing number of Council’s Family Services clients from Melton
East have trouble accessing the service due to a lack of public transport.

2.4.3 Brimbank

Brimbank Activities Centre Strategy (September 2008)
The Brimbank Activity Centers Strategy establishes a vision and planning framework for activity
centres throughout the municipality.  The objective of the strategy is to set out policies and actions
aimed at improving each centre in terms of economic performance, accessibility, environmental
sustainability and urban character.

Brimbank City Council Walk and Cycle Strategy – Draft (2007)
The strategy aims to improve the walking and cycling environments within Brimbank.  The benefits of
walking and cycling are comprehensively outlined in the document. Travel patterns are outlined to and
from a range of from key land uses, such as public transport nodes, educational facilities, parks and
open space, and areas of employment. The condition of the bicycle network has been assessed to
help identify gaps in Brimbank’s cycle network.

Youth Policy and Action Plan 2008-2013 (2007)
This plan outlines that Brimbank City Council is committed to providing opportunities that contribute to
the development of healthy and well connected young people. A significant proportion of Brimbank’s
population are young people aged 12 to 24 years. This age group makes up 20% of the municipality’s
population. The action plan identifies that today’s young people are more vulnerable than previous
generations when transitioning to adulthood. Challenges include discovering what is important to
them, making choices and achieving independence.

As outlined in the Action Plan a key policy is to pursue a range of advocacy efforts relevant to young
people’s needs, including those that seek to improve the safety, accessibility and affordability of public
transport.

Council Plan 2006-2010 (2006)
The Council Plan for Brimbank details how Council will realise their vision for the municipality. The
Council Plan includes six strategic directions for achieving the Brimbank’s vision. Of relevance to the
RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park are the following strategic directions:

‚ Council will advocate for key transport improvements.

‚ Council aims to improve cycle networks.

‚ Increase recreational activity by constructing trails along Taylors Creek and Kororoit Creek.
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Municipal Public Health Plan 2004-2006
The Brimbank Municipal Public Health Plan 2004-2006 sets strategic directions in relation to
community health and wellbeing. Key health and wellbeing issues identified in Brimbank include:

‚ Access and Affordability

‚ Urban/Town Planning

‚ Public Amenity

‚ Traffic Management and Safety

‚ Transport

‚ Public Space

‚ Business Development.

Relevant transport issues and opportunities identified in the Public Health Plan include:

‚ Consider strategies for minimising use of cars.

‚ Pedestrian opportunities, e.g. footpaths, bikepaths and trails, need to be well linked with each
other, safe, and connect with community infrastructure, facilitating use by people with disabilities.

‚ Need to advocate for improved ease of access onto and from public transport for people with
disabilities/limited mobility.

‚ Opportunities to advocate for improved integration between public transport services.

‚ Transport access to community facilities needs to be improved.

‚ Community transport needs to better cater for those needing to access community transport from
their home. Particularly relevant for older people.

Brimbank City Council indicated that this plan would be incorporated into their new Community Plan
that is currently in the consultation phase. The Community Plan will outline the community’s and
Council’s vision for the next twenty years. It was noted that the Community Plan will be submitted to
Council in 2009 for comment and subsequently adopted.

Regional Rail Link - West Werribee to Deer Park
Social Impact Assessment
P:\60095661\8_Issued_docs\8.1_Reports\RRL - WWDP - Social Impact Assessment - Final Report.doc
Revision B   23 April 2009 Page 22



3.0 Community Profile

3.1 Investigation Area Description

The investigation area for the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park is contained within three
municipalities:

‚ Wyndham – the longest and most strategically important section of the corridor

‚ Melton – a short section near Caroline Springs

‚ Brimbank – a very small area may be affected, depending on the preferred alignment.

The investigation area is on the edge of the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) (Figure 2).  The area to
the south and east of the UGB is urbanised; the area to the south includes residential suburbs and
activity centres and to the east is an industrial precinct.  West of the UGB the land is used for farming,
extractive industry and rural living allotments.  Investigations into expanding the UGB in that area are
underway; the investigation area is shown in Figure 2.

The residential suburbs in the southern part of the investigation area include the older communities of
Werribee and Hoppers Crossing.  Radiating out from the older suburbs and growing in a northerly and
westerly direction are the newer suburbs of Wyndham Vale and Tarneit.  The current position of the
UGB limits residential urban expansion to Leakes Road in the north and the Barro Group Basalt
Quarry in the west. As outlined in the Wyndham Growth Area: Towards Melbourne 2030, the existing
growth areas are expected to be fully developed within approximately fifteen years.

Various land developers are currently considering investment opportunities within the Investigation
Area outside of the UGB, in the expectation that the UGB will be shifted in the future.  Key
opportunities for future residential urban growth in the investigation area are north of Leakes Road,
and north-west of the Troupes Road South and Hogans Road intersection.

In the established suburbs, the existing Activity Centres are Werribee Town Centre (Principal Activity
Centre), Hoppers Crossing (Major Activity Centre) and Werribee Plaza (Major Activity Centre).  There
are a number of smaller centres within the residential areas. In the growth areas, Manor Lakes (Major
Activity Centre) is beginning to be developed and Rose Grange (Activity Centre) is yet to be
constructed.

The non-urban areas to the west (outside) of the existing UGB alignment include rural living, farming,
extractive industry and nationally significant native vegetation.  Within the farming area and on the
fringe of the UGB, is a rural living cluster of approximately 150 lots.  This area is recognised in the
Wyndham Planning Scheme as a rural living community.  There are several other small groupings of
rural living allotments and hobby farms throughout the investigation area, particularly along Leakes
Road and Derrimut Road, but these have not been zoned as rural living and remain as Green Wedge
Zone.
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3.2 Community Characteristics

This section sets out key characteristics of the communities in the investigation area.  Because of the
high rate of urban development within the investigation area, the demographic profile of the local
community is regularly changing.  This analysis therefore focuses on key characteristics that may
affect acceptance of and use of a public transport corridor.

The community profile provides insight into family composition, common types of dwellings, the
number of vehicles per household and methods of travel to work, labour force participation and key
employment industries. These tell us how the people live, what the urban form is like, how they travel
to work and where they are likely to travel to. The community profile also provides information about
the existing and future population and number of people per dwelling.

Table 2 is based on Census data from Census Community Profile Series Wyndham (2006), Census
Community Profile Series Melton (Melton (S) – East (SLA) (2006), Census Profile Series Brimbank
(Brimbank (C) – Sunshine (SLA) and Victoria in Future (2008). Where relevant other data has been
drawn upon to provide alternative projections. The summarised data includes all of Wyndham and
(where available) only the eastern section of Melton and southern section of Brimbank.

According to Victoria in Future (ViF), the population of Wyndham is expected to increase over the next
20 years to 277,386, with an average household size of 2.71 persons. The projected population
outlined in the Wyndham Activities Centre Strategy (WACS) (Essential Economics, 2008) is slightly
higher than VIF - 298,500 persons by 2030, with an average household size of 2.5 persons. The draft
WACS assumes that the UGB is expanded.

Other relevant interpretations from Table 2 include:
‚ 53 percent of the population are either couples with children or couples without children (with a

high likelihood of many having children in the future). 89% of families live in a separate house,
with only a small portion living in a semi-detached house / apartment. As the population ages it is
likely that the number of couples with children will decline, the population diversify and the need
for more varied housing increase – in particular smaller semi-detached housing and apartments.
Whilst separate houses are in high demand now, demand for apartments is likely to increase in
the future.

‚ 30 percent of households have one vehicle, indicating a potential need for public transport. Only
8% use public transport for their journey to work and the vast majority (75%) use a private vehicle
for the journey to work. Interestingly, car ownership in Brimbank is half that in Wyndham and
Melton – and whilst this could be attributable to the availability of more public transport options in
Brimbank, public transport usage is only marginally higher than that in Wyndham and Melton.

‚ The main employment sectors are manufacturing, retail trade, transport and warehousing,
construction, and health care and social assistance.

‚ Only 33 percent of residents work within Wyndham, another 16 percent travel to Melbourne,
almost 10 percent travel to northern-western suburbs and 14 percent travel to inner-western
suburbs. The City of Wyndham and Melton both have policies to encourage greater employment
within their municipalities. Not only is the proposed rail corridor an opportunity to increase public
transport patronage to the employment designations listed, but the activity centres around
stations provide an opportunity to co-locate new employment opportunities on the rail network.
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Table 2 - Community Profile

Wyndham Melton (Melton East
only)

Brimbank (South
only)

Population 2006 111,652 39,249 81,038

Dwellings 2006 36,702 11,887 27,061

Persons per dwelling 2006 2.87 2.94 na

Households

Family composition

30,290 family households
of which 38% are couples
with children and another
15% couples without
children

51,581 family households
of which 38% are families
with children and another
16% couples without
children

21,662 family households
of which 28% are families
with children and another
19% couples without
children

Dwelling structure

89% live in a separate
house.

5% live in a semi-
detached, terrace house.

5% live in a flat.

91% live in a separate
house.

5% live in a semi-
detached, terrace house.

4% live in a flat.

83% live in a separate
house.

8% live in a semi-
detached, terrace house.

9% live in a flat.

Tenure type

26% fully own their home

52% are purchasing their
home

19% rent their home

24% fully own their home

55% are purchasing their
home

18% rent their home

40% fully own their home

33% are purchasing their
home

23% rent their home

Place of usual residence

1 year ago
79% lived in the area one
year ago

79% lived in the area one
year ago

82% lived in the area one
year ago

5 years ago
49% lived in the area five
years ago

48% lived in the area five
years ago

61% lived in the area five
years ago

Transport

Number of vehicles per
household

5% of households have
no vehicle

31% have one vehicle

60% have two or more
vehicles

5% of households have
no vehicle

30% have one vehicle

62% have two or more
vehicles

12% of households have
no vehicle

37% have one vehicle

32% have two or more
vehicles

Method of travel to work

75% used a car, truck or
motorbike

8% used public transport

2% walked or cycled

75% used a car, truck or
motorbike

8% used public transport

1% walked or cycled

75% used a car, truck or
motorbike

6% used public transport

1% walked or cycled
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Wyndham Melton (Melton East
only)

Brimbank (South
only)

Employment

Labour force
70% of men and 56% of
women are employed
part/full time.

70% of men and 55% of
women are employed
part/full time.

54% of men 38% and of
women are employed
part/full time.

Industry of employment by
occupation

The largest employment
sectors are, in order are
manufacturing; retail
trade; transport, postal &
warehousing;
construction; health care
& social assistance.

The largest employment
sectors are, in order are
manufacturing; retail
trade; transport, postal &
warehousing;
construction; health care
& social assistance.

The largest employment
sectors are, in order are
manufacturing; retail
trade; transport, postal &
warehousing; health care
& social assistance.

Employment location**

“Residents in Wyndham /
Melton / Brimbank travel
to...”

‚ Wyndham 33%

‚ Inner Melbourne
suburbs 16%
(Melbourne, Yarra,
Port Phillip)

‚ North-Western
suburbs 9.5%
(Brimbank, Hume &
Moonee Valley)

‚ Inner Western
suburbs 14%
(Hobsons Bay &
Maribyrnong)

‚ Melton 18%

‚ Wyndham 6%

‚ Inner Melbourne
suburbs 19%

(Melbourne, Yarra,
Port Phillip)

‚ Brimbank 24.7%

‚ Inner Melbourne
suburbs 21.2%
(Melbourne, Yarra,
Port Phillip)

‚ Maribyrnong 7.5%

* Dwelling data based on Victoria in the Future
** Employment location data based on ABS Data 2006, source: www.id.com.au
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3.2.1 Population Growth 1996 – 2006

Figure 5 shows the population growth by age group in the investigation area between 1996 and 2006.
The figure indicates that there has been strong growth of families (ie. 25-34 and 35-49 age groups) in
the investigation area, most particularly in Wyndham and Melton.  The population of Brimbank, in
comparison, has seen an ageing of its population, with most growth in the older age categories.

Figure 5 - Population Growth in the General Investigation Area 1996 - 2006

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000 40,000

0-4

'5-17

18-24

25-34

35-49

50-59

60-69

70-84

85+
Wyndham 2006

Wyndham 2001

Wyndham 1996

Melton 2006

Melton 2001

Melton 1996

Brimbank 2006

Brimbank 2001

Brimbank 1996
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3.2.2 Index of Relative Socio-economic Disadvantage

The Index of Relative Socio-economic Disadvantage is a measure of socio-economic disadvantage of
a geographic area. The score for each area is weighted by population and each area is ranked. The
index includes attributes such as low income, low educational attainment, high unemployment and
jobs in relatively unskilled occupations. A low score generally indicates relatively greater
disadvantage. For example, many low income households, many people with no qualifications, or
many people in low skilled occupations. A high score generally indicates a relative lack of
disadvantage, for example, few low income households, few people with no qualifications or in low
skilled occupations.

The graph in Figure 6 shows the percentage of Greater Melbourne within each percentile bracket of
the Socio-economic Indexes for Areas. Approximately 50% of Greater Melbourne Collections Districts
(CDs) score between 1050 and 1125 on the Socio-economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA).

Figure 6 - SEIFA Score for Greater Melbourne

Source: 2033.0.55.001 - Socio-economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA), Data only, ABS 2006

Apart from a few pockets of relative advantage, the people in the investigation area are disadvantaged
with relatively lower incomes, fewer qualifications and low skilled occupations. As such, there is a
higher risk that these communities will have reduced capacity to respond to changes in their
environment, such as rail corridor alignments that sever access or require actions by the householder
to mitigate impacts such as noise and loss of amenity. Conversely, the rail corridor alignments provide
an opportunity for households who have good access to a new train station to access a wider range of
goods and services across the region; potentially improving their health and economic well-being.
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Key findings are:

‚ The City of Wyndham's SEIFA score for 2006 was 1022. This is in the lower spectrum of Greater
Melbourne’s Collection Districts (CDs) rankings. Within the City of Wyndham there are pockets of
lower and higher levels of disadvantage (refer to Figure 7).

‚ The City of Melton’s SEIFA score for 2006 was 1010. This is in the lower spectrum of Greater
Melbourne’s Collection Districts (CDs) rankings. Within the City of Melton there are pockets of
lower and higher levels of disadvantage (refer to Figure 8).

‚ The City of Brimbank’s SEIFA score for 2006 was 931. This is one of the lowest rankings. Within
the City of Brimbank there are pockets of lower and higher levels of disadvantage (refer to Figure
9). The Central Park Residential Estate (Devine) to the east of Robinsons Road has a SEIFA
score of between 960-1028; however at the time of the 2006 Census this area was largely
undeveloped and this is unlikely to be a true representation.

Figure 7 - Comparison of SEIFA Index by Census Collection District, Wyndham, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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Figure 8 - Comparison of SEIFA Index by Census Collection District, Melton, 2006

Source: Id.2009

Figure 9 - Comparison of SEIFA Index by Census Collection District, Brimbank, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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3.2.3 Car Ownership

As shown in Figure 10 to Figure 12, the further away from a railway corridor that a household is, the
more cars that household is likely to have. In Wyndham and Melton approximately 5% of households
have no vehicle and approximately 60% have two or more cars. By comparison, in Brimbank, 12%
have no vehicle and only 32% have two or more cars.

A new rail corridor would potentially provide the opportunity for more households to reduce car
ownership, whilst simultaneously maintaining / improving access opportunities to goods and services
across the region in general.

In the City of Wyndham:
‚ 5% of households have no vehicle.

‚ 31% have one vehicle

‚ 60% have two or more vehicles.

In the City of Melton:
‚ 5% of households have no vehicle.

‚ 30% have one vehicle

‚ 62% have two or more vehicles.

In the City of Brimbank:
‚ 12% of households have no vehicle

‚ 37% have one vehicle

‚ 32% have two or more vehicles

Figure 10 - Households with no car, Wyndham, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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Figure 11 - Households with no car, Melton, 2006

Source: Id.2009

Figure 12 - Households with no car, Brimbank, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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3.2.4 Mode of Transport to Work

Figure 13 to Figure 18 show car and public transport mode share. Within Melton and Wyndham the
vast majority (75%) of persons travelled to work by car, truck or motorbike. Only 8% used public
transport and even fewer rode or cycled (1%). Despite lower car ownership, there is only marginally
higher public transport usage in the City of Brimbank.

In the City of Wyndham:
‚ 75% used a car, truck or motorbike.

‚ 8% used public transport.

‚ 2% walked or cycled.

In the City of Melton:
‚ 75% used a car, truck or motorbike.

‚ 8% used public transport.

‚ 1% walked or cycled.

In the City of Brimbank:
‚ 75% used a car, truck or motorbike

‚ 10% used public transport

‚ 1% walked or cycled
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Figure 13 - People who travelled to work by Car, Wyndham, 2006

Source: Id.2009

Figure 14 - People who travelled to work by Public Transport, Wyndham, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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Figure 15 - People who travelled to work by Car, Melton, 2006

Source: Id.2009

Figure 16 - People who travelled to work by Public Transport, Melton, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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Figure 17 - People who travelled to work by Car, Brimbank, 2006

Source: Id.2009

Figure 18 - People who travelled to work by Public Transport, Brimbank, 2006

Source: Id.2009
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3.2.5 Victoria in Future Population Projections

Victoria in Future 2008 provides population projections for Victoria from 2006 to 2036, and local
government areas from 2006 to 2026. It is predicted that Victoria’s population will increase from 5.13
million in 2006 to 7.40 million by 2036. Household growth is expected to grow even faster. It is
expected that there will be an additional 1.8 million persons in Melbourne by 2036. The growth area
municipalities, such as Wyndham and Melton, will attract the majority of growth. The predictions do not
take account of opportunities to expand Melbourne’s UGB, but instead highlight the need to review
this boundary.

The population projections for Wyndham, Melton and Brimbank are:
‚ Population to increase from approximately 110,000 to 275,000 in the City of Wyndham.

‚ Population to increase from approximately 80,000 to 200,000 in the City of Melton.

‚ Population to remain fairly stable with only a slight increase from approximately 175,000 to
195,000 in the City of Brimbank.

The dwelling projections for Wyndham, Melton and Brimbank are:
‚ Dwellings to increase from approximately 40,000 to 105,000 in the City of Wyndham.

‚ Dwellings to increase from approximately 30,000 to 75,000 in the City of Melton.

‚ Dwellings to remain fairly stable with only a slight increase from approximately 60,000 to 70,000
in the City of Brimbank.

The average household size projections for Wyndham, Melton and Brimbank are:
‚ Average household size to decrease from approximately 2.87 to 2.71 in the City of Wyndham.

‚ Average household size to decrease from approximately 2.94 to 2.77 in the City of Melton.

‚ Average household size to decrease from approximately 2.94 to 2.77 in the City of Brimbank.

Growth in the number of dwellings is increasing due to an expanding population and decreases in the
average household size. Over time, especially as the population of Wyndham diversifies, demand for
a greater variety of housing will increase, such as town houses and apartments.

Figure 19 to Figure 21 show the ViF 2026 projections for population, dwellings and household size.

Figure 19 - Population Projections for Brimbank, Melton and Wyndham to 2026
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Figure 20 - Projections of Dwelling Numbers for Brimbank, Melton and Wyndham to 2026
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Figure 21 - Projection of Average Household Size for Brimbank, Melton and Wyndham to 2026
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Key messages for the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park:
‚ The investigation area in located in a growth area where there will be significant expansion of

urban land uses. As such, the profile of the community will undergo significant change in the
future. The population will nearly triple by 2030, from what it was in 2006.

‚ The majority of the investigation area is made up of families, but this will diversify as the
population ages. In response a greater variety of community facilities will be required within the
investigation area, and these will need excellent access by all modes of transport.

‚ The urban form is made up of relatively low density housing. Whilst medium density housing is
not the norm, it is likely that as the population ages a greater diversity of housing will be required.

‚ The community has a high dependency on private vehicles for transport, the RRL - West
Werribee to Deer Park provides an opportunity to decrease car dependency.

‚ There is a risk that many in the community may not be as well equipped to respond to changes in
their environment.
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4.0 Community Services and Facilities
The following sections identify existing and proposed community infrastructure within and outside the
catchment area of activity centres within the vicinity of the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park
alignments. These have been identified to show links and movement patterns between existing /
proposed communities and community infrastructure.

The activity centres and community infrastructure within the investigation are listed in Table 3 and
marked on Figure 22. The map is based on the RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park: Planning
Assessment Report (Maunsell, 2009). The numbers on the map correspond with Table 3 and the
descriptions below. The table and map includes known existing and proposed community
infrastructure, but these could also include other additional community infrastructure as described in
Section 4.1.

This section is divided into four parts:
‚ A map of existing, proposed and potential locations for community infrastructure
‚ A list of existing, proposed and potential locations for community infrastructure
‚ Discussion about how community infrastructure that has not yet been developed, may be

developed in the future
‚ A description of community infrastructure that already exists and are attractors for movement in

the investigation area.
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Figure 22 - Community Infrastructure Map
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Table 3 - List of Existing and Proposed Community Infrastructure

Map ID No. Existing Proposed / Opportunities

1 (Sub-regional
activity centre

‚ Werribee Town Centre Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

2 (Regional
Activity Centre)

‚ Werribee Plaza Shopping Centre

‚ Wyndham Leisure & Events
Centre

‚ Orden Hostel

‚ Glen Orden Primary School

‚ Cambridge Tennis Club

‚ Cambridge Primary School

‚ Heathdale Glen Orden Wetlands

‚ Heathglen Retirement Village

‚ Heathdale Christian College

‚ Community Health Centre

‚ Youth Centre

Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

3 (Sub-regional
activity Centre)

‚ Hoppers Crossing Shopping
Centre

‚ Hoppers Crossing Station

Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

4 (Large
neighbourhood
activity centre)

‚ Black Forest Road neighbourhood
activity centre

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

5
(Neighbourhood
activity centre)

‚ Wyndham Vale Activity Centre

‚ Wyndham Vale South P-12 School

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

6 (Sub-regional
activity centre)

‚ Manor Lakes Activity Centre

‚ Parks

‚ Wyndham Vale Christian Centre

‚ Manor Lakes P-12 / Specialist
College

‚ Our Lady of the Southern Cross

‚ Uniting Aged Care

‚ Retirement Village

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.
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Map ID No. Existing Proposed / Opportunities

7 (Sub-regional
activity centre)

‚ North West Tarneit Activity Centre

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

8 (Sub-regional
activity centre)

‚ Tarneit Community & Learning
Centre

‚ Rose Grange Retirement Village

‚ Lifestyle Retirement Village

‚ Seasons Park

‚ Wyndham Village Shopping Centre

‚ Thomas Carr Catholic College

‚ Baden Powell P-9 College

‚ Parks

‚ Rose Grange Activity Centre

‚ Community Centre

‚ Aston Place Retirement Village

‚ Reflections Estate (Porter Davis)

‚ Seasons Point Shopping Centre

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

9 (small
neighbourhood
activity centre)

‚ Moorookyle Green

‚ Sports ground

‚ Tarneit Gardens Reserve

‚ Park

‚ The Rushes Park

‚ Good News Lutheran School

‚ Community Centre

‚ Tarneit Gardens Neighbourhood
Activity Centre

‚ Tarneit Gardens

‚ The Rise (Porter Davis)

‚ Primary School

‚ Primary School

‚ Secondary School

‚ Sporting oval

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

10 (Specialist
activity centre)

‚ Chilean Club Sports Ground

‚ Lawrie Emmins Reserve

‚ Specialist Activity Centre

11 (Small
neighbourhood
activity centre)

‚ Westbourne Grammar School

‚ Earth Education Centre

‚ Werribee Islam College

‚ Al-Taqwa Mosque

‚ Leakes / Woods Road
Neighbourhood Activity Centre

‚ Recreation Reserve

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.

12 (Large
neighbourhood
activity centre)

‚ Truganina Progress Association
Sports Ground

‚ Pony club

‚ Old Truganina Cemetery

‚ All Paws Boarding Kennel &
Cattery

‚ Woods / Dohertys Road
Neighbourhood Activity Centre

‚ Also refer to Section 4.1 for other
opportunities for future community
infrastructure.
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Map ID No. Existing Proposed / Opportunities

13 ‚ Burnside Shopping Centre

‚ Burnside Retirement Village

‚ Westwood Aged Care Service

‚ Deer Park Secondary College

14 ‚ Caroline Springs Shopping Centre

15 ‚ Brimbank Centre Shopping Centre

16 ‚ Deer Park Station

‚ St. Peter Chanel School

‚ Deer Park West Primary School

‚ Deer Park Reserve

‚ Bon Thomas Reserve

‚ Parks

‚ St Andrews Park

‚ Mt Derrimut Grasslands

‚ Western Autistic School

‚ Residential (Orica site)

‚ Neighbourhood Shopping Centre

17 ‚ Residential

18 ‚ Declared grasslands

19 ‚ Dame Phillis Frost – Womens
Prison

‚ Metropolitan Remand Centre

‚ Port Phillip Prison

21 ‚ Premier Village Tarneit Skies

22 ‚ Civic Centre

‚ Werribee Cemetery

‚ Technology Precinct

‚ Werribee Mercy Hospital

‚ Werribee employment precincts

23 ‚ Werribee Secondary College

‚ Soldiers Reserve

‚ Werribee Open Range Zoo

‚ MacKillop Catholic College

‚ Werribee Park Golf Course

‚ Werribee Park

‚ National Equestrian Centre

‚ Retirement Village

Regional Rail Link - West Werribee to Deer Park
Social Impact Assessment
P:\60095661\8_Issued_docs\8.1_Reports\RRL - WWDP - Social Impact Assessment - Final Report.doc
Revision B   23 April 2009 Page 44



Map ID No. Existing Proposed / Opportunities

24a ‚ Parks

‚ Iramoo Primary School

‚ Wyndham Vale Shopping Strip

‚ Wyndham Vale Reserve

24b ‚ Gordon O’Keefe Reserve

‚ Werribee sports facility

‚ Thomas Chirnside Primary School

‚ Park

‚ Werribee Racecourse

25 ‚ Presidents Park

27 ‚ Central Park

‚ Point Cook Town Centre

‚ Maternal Child Health &
Community Centre

‚ Carranballac P-12 College

‚ Emmanuel Catholic Secondary
College

‚ Point Cook Senior Secondary
College

‚ Stella Maris Catholic Primary
School

‚ Retirement Village

‚ Retirement Village

‚ Point Cook South P-9 School

‚ Point Cook North P-9 School

28 ‚ Employment node

29 ‚ Industrial employment node

30 ‚ Bala’s Boxing Gym

31 ‚ Kimgara Park Equestrian Centre

32 ‚ Mount Cottrel

33 ‚ Rivergum Animal Farm

‚ Mirage Jamal Multicultural
Children’s Animal Far,

‚ Strathaird Park

‚ Riverbank Stockfeeds &
Weighbridge
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4.1 Community Infrastructure Targets

Given that the City of Wyndham is and will continue to undergo significant population growth, it is
expected that a range of community facilities and services will need to be developed over the coming
years to service the population.

The Wyndham Growth Area: Towards Melbourne 2030 (The Wyndham Committee for Smart Growth,
2004) highlights specific social infrastructure that needs to be established in the community.

The sites include:
‚ Botanic Gardens

‚ University Campus

‚ Tafe

‚ Regional  Secondary School

‚ Environmental Education Facility

‚ Major Entertainment Complex

‚ Major Library Complex

‚ Major Sports Stadium

‚ Major Aquatic Centre

‚ Major Performing Arts Centre

There is a wide range of other community infrastructure that needs to be developed in the region. The
Planning for Community Infrastructure in Growth Areas (Australian Social & Recreation Research,
2008) provides targets for the establishment of community services and facilities in growth areas. This
information is important to the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park project as it informs where future
community infrastructure may be located.  The Planning for Community Infrastructure in Growth Areas
and draft Wyndham Activity Centres Strategy (2008) have been used to formulate where future
community infrastructure may / could be located.

Whilst the highest order facilities should in theory be located in a Regional Centre, the availability of
land may constrain opportunities. As such, these higher order facilities may have to be located in other
Activity Centres where land is more available.

Possible locations for future community facilities by activity centre type are:

Regional Centres  (Werribee Plaza, Werribee Town Centre)
‚ Highest Order Performance Arts Facility, Main Council Civic Centre

‚ Community-based health precincts (day hospital, outreach), Hospitals with community-based
health services

‚ Regional Parks, Synthetic athletics track

‚ Universities/TAFEs

Major Activity Centres  (Manor Lakes, North-West Tarneit, Rose Grange)
‚ Council Community Centres, Libraries, Community Arts Centres, Dedicated Youth Facilities,

Early Childhood Intervention, Planned Activity Groups facility, Delivered meals facility,
Community-based health precincts (outreach)

‚ Higher order Aquatic Leisure Centres, Active Open Space Reserves, indoor recreation centres,
Tennis Facilities, Lawn Bowls Facility, adventure playgrounds

‚ Catholic Secondary Colleges, Other independent schools
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Neighbourhood Activity Centres  (Black Forest Road, Truganina (Woods/Dohertys Roads)
‚ Secondary Colleges, Primary Schools

‚ Lower order Indoor Recreation Centres, Tennis Facilities,

‚ Neighbourhood Community Centres, Early Years’ Facility, Youth Facilities, Maternal & Child
Health, and Child Care

‚ Residential Aged Care

Local Centres  (Davis/Leakes Road)
‚ Primary Schools, Early Years’ Facility and Child Care Centres

‚ Neighbourhood Community Centres

‚ Open space and passive open space

‚ Social housing

4.2 Community and Social Attractors

Given the variety and extent of community infrastructure across the investigation area, community and
social attractors have been grouped together depending on whether they are (see map):

‚ Inside activity centre catchment areas

‚ Outside activity centre catchment areas.

In order to provide a clearer context of these community and social attractors, they have been further
grouped into the activity centre hierarchy (see table and descriptions below):

‚ Regional activity centres (which serve several municipalities and the wider region).

‚ Sub-regional activity centres (which serve a municipality)

‚ Neighbourhood activity centres (which serve the local area)

‚ Specialised Activity Centres

‚ Outside of Activity Centres.

Note: The identification number in Figure 22 and Table 3) and cross-referenced with the description of
each site listed in Sections 4.2.1 to 4.2.5.

4.2.1 Regional Activity Centres

Regional activity centres serve several municipalities and approximately 100,000 to 300,000 people.
There is one regional activity centre within the investigation, which is Werribee Plaza.

Werribee Plaza (Map ID No. 2)

Werribee Plaza is located at the north-west corner of Heaths Road and Derrimut Road intersection
within an established residential area. The closest train station to Werribee Plaza is Hoppers Crossing
train station and is two kilometres away. Community facilities within close proximity to the Werribee
Plaza are all established facilities and include Wyndham Leisure and Events Centre, Heathglen
Retirement Village, Healthdale Christian College, Cambridge Primary School, Glen Orden Primary
School, Orden Hostel, a church, community centre, medical centre, Community Health Centre and a
Youth Centre. There is also a significant area of open space, called Heathdale Glen Orden Wetlands,
which is for leisure and recreation. This park is connected to linear open space that has a walking and
cycling path.

As Werribee Plaza is a regional activity centre the catchment area covers the wider region, including
the catchment areas of the neighbourhood and sub-regional activity centres.
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4.2.2 Sub-Regional Activity Centres

Sub-regional activity centres cater for a population catchment between 30,000 and 150,000 people, or
a municipality. The indicative locations of sub-regional activity centres are:

Werribee Town Centre (Map ID No. 1 and 23)
The Werribee Town Centre includes retail and office space north of the Princes Highway and south of
Werribee train station. As shown in Figure 22 significant community facilities located within close
proximity of the sub-regional activity centre are Werribee Open Range Zoo, Werribee Mercy Hospital,
Werribee employment precinct and Werribee Racecourse. The Werribee Open Range Zoo is an
important social attractor for this area as it is a popular attraction for tourists, sightseers, and school
groups.

A significant recreational facility within this area is the walking and cycling path along Werribee River.
A section of the river and pathway abut Werribee Park and Werribee Town Centre. Werribee Park is
adjacent to existing Geelong Rail Corridor.

Being a sub-regional activity centre, the catchment of Werribee Town Centre has a radius of
approximately 6 to 7 kilometres and overlaps with other activity centres including Werribee Plaza
(regional activity centre), several other sub-regional activity centres (Hoppers Crossing Shopping
Centre, Point Cook Town Centre and Manor Lakes) and proposed neighbourhood activity centres
Black Forest Road and Wyndham Vale.

Hoppers Crossing Shopping Centre (Map ID No. 3)
Hoppers Crossing Shopping Centre is an existing sub-regional activity centre located on Old Geelong
Road, adjacent to the Princes Highway, Hoppers Crossing. It is situated just north of the Hoppers
Crossing train station. South of Hoppers Crossing Shopping Centre and the Princes Freeway is the
Technology Precinct. This precinct includes major community facilities including Werribee Mercy
Hospital, and campuses for Victoria University and University of Melbourne.

The catchment area for this sub-regional activity centre overlaps with other activity centres including
Werribee Plaza and Werribee Town Centre.

Manor Lakes (Map ID No. 6)
Manor Lakes is a sub-regional activity centre located on Manor Lakes Boulevard, Wyndham Vale and
abuts the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park alignment and a proposed train station.

This activity centre and surrounding residential area is being developed by Dennis Family Corporation.
Manor Lakes will ultimately have approximately 35,000 square metres of retail floor space. Other land
uses are to be clustered around the Centre, including offices, bulky goods retailing, schools, child care
and health and community services. The Dennis Family Corporation has completed Stage 1 of Manor
Lakes and will soon commence Stage 2. The area adjacent to the rail corridor is Stage 3.

A variety of educational facilities are located in Wyndham Vale. Two new schools opened in 2009,
Manor Lakes P-12/Specialist College (Minindee Road) and Our Lady of the Southern Cross Catholic
Primary School (corner of Howqua Way and Manor Lakes Boulevard). It is proposed that a railway
station will be located in the vicinity of these educational facilities therefore providing greater
accessibility to these key community facilities.

The Manor Lakes Uniting Aged Care is a community facility which has already been established and a
retirement village is soon to be developed. Also located nearby the Manor Lakes activity centre is the
Wyndham Vale Christian Centre.

Within the wider catchment area of Manor Lakes are several areas of open space, including
Presidents Park which abuts Werribee River. This park is significant recreational facility for sporting
activities and leisure. Facilities at this park include ten softball and hockey fields, baseball fields, dog
obedience, and walking paths.
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Situated within the Manor Lakes activity centre’s catchment area are Black Forest Road and
Wyndham Vale neighbourhood activity centres and their general catchment areas, Presidents Park
(No. 25) and the community facilities located at No. 24a (Wyndham Vale Shopping Strip, Iramoo
Primary School, Wyndham Vale Reserve, Wyndham Vale Football Club and a linear corridor of open
space used as a walking and cycling path).

North West Tarneit (Map ID No. 7)
The indicative location for the North West Tarneit activity centre is at the Sewells and Sayers Roads
intersection, outside of the UGB. It has been identified as a sub-regional activity and is subject to the
expansion of the UGB.

Assuming that this activity centre is developed it would have 20,000 square metres of retail.
Community facilities that would be located within the catchment area of the potential activity centre are
Rivergum Animal Farm, Mirage Jamal Multicultural Children’s Animal Farm and Riverbank.

The indicative catchment area of North West Tarneit activity centre would overlap with outer areas of
the Manor Lakes, Rose Grange and Tarneit Gardens catchment areas.

Rose Grange (Map ID No. 8)
Rose Grange is a proposed activity centre in Tarneit. In its present location the activity centre is
approximately 200 metres south of the proposed Rose Grange (south) train station.

The location of the UGB will determine the activity centre’s size and status. If the UGB remains at
Leakes Road then it is likely to be a neighbourhood activity centre. If the UGB is expanded then it is
likely to be a sub-regional activity centre. Assuming that the land on the north-eastern side of the
Leakes-Derrimut Road intersection becomes available for future development, then Rose Grange
Activity Centre will ultimately have approximately 30-50,000 square metres of retail. The Dennis
Family is developing this activity centre and some of the surrounding residential areas. Another
residential estate currently being constructed is Reflections Estate, west of Derrimut Road. These
residential areas include a retirement village called Rose Grange Retirement Village (once complete
will offer 194 Independent Living Units in the area) and a proposed retirement village called Aston
Place.

Nearby the Rose Grange activity centre there are a variety of existing and proposed community
facilities including the following.

Education facilities within the activity centre catchment area include Thomas Carr Catholic College
and Tarneit School. There are several other proposed schools in the catchment area for Tarneit
Gardens, east of Rose Grange Activity Centre.

There are several parks and areas of linear open space within the Rose Grange catchment area.

Adjacent to the proposed Rose Grange shopping centre site is the Tarneit community centre.

In addition to the proposed retail space at the Rose Grange activity centre there is other retail space in
this area. Wyndham Village Shopping Centre has existing retail space and is located at the north-west
corner of Sayers Road and Morris Road intersection, and Seasons Point Shopping Centre has been
proposed at the north-east corner of Sayers and Derrimut Roads intersection.

The catchment area for Rose Grange activity centre will slightly overlap with the catchment areas of
Werribee Plaza and Tarneit Gardens. The size of the catchment area is however dependent on
whether the UGB is expanded and if size of the activity centre is increased.

Caroline Springs (Map ID No. 14)
Caroline Springs is a sub-regional activity centre and services the Caroline Springs area. There is a
range of community facilities as part of the activity centre, including retail space, library and schools
and open space.
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4.2.3 Neighbourhood Activity Centres

There are several existing/proposed neighbourhood activity centres within the investigation area.
Neighbourhood activity centres generally have a population catchment between 3,000 and 10,000
people and can be defined as either a small or large neighbourhood activity centre. The indicative
locations of the neighbourhood activity centres area as follows:

‚ Black Forest Road

‚ Wyndham Vale

‚ Tarneit Gardens

‚ Leakes / Woods Road

‚ Woods / Dohertys Road.

Black Forest Road (Map ID No. 4)

Black Forest Road is a proposed large neighbourhood activity centre and would abut the RRL - West
Werribee to Deer Park alignment. The activity centre is being developed by PEET. The activity centre
will ultimately have approximately 12,000 square metres of retail and be central to a residential area.
The location of the activity centre would be nearby the proposed Wyndham Vale South Prep to Year
12 School.

Wyndham Vale (Map ID No. 5)

The proposed Wyndham Vale neighbourhood activity centre in Wyndham Vale is located 1.5
kilometres north of Black Forest Road activity centre, 1.5 kilometres south of Manor Lakes Activity
Centre and would abut the railway line. The activity centre would be central to a residential area,
however at present there are no existing or proposed community facilities nearby.

Tarneit Gardens (Map ID No. 9)
The proposed Tarneit Gardens neighbourhood activity centre (in Tarneit) is to be located at the Sayers
and Tarneit Roads intersection, approximately 1.5 kilometres south of the RRL - West Werribee to
Deer Park alignment. There is a range of existing and proposed community facilities within the
catchment area of this activity centre.

There are several parks and sporting ovals within this area that will serve the residential area currently
being developed. Three larger existing parks within this area are The Rushes Park, Moorookyle Green
and Tarneit Reserve Gardens. Abutting two proposed primary schools in separate locations, sporting
grounds are to be developed.

Residential development ‘The Rise’ (Porter Davis) and Tarneit Gardens (PEET) are being developed
in proximity to the Tarneit Gardens local activity centre.

Educational facilities within this catchment are Good News Lutheran School, two proposed primary
schools and one proposed secondary school.

An existing local community centre is located on Babele Road, Tarneit adjacent to a park.
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Leakes / Woods Road (Map ID No. 11)
There is an opportunity for a small neighbourhood activity centre at Leakes and Woods Road (in
Truganina). This activity centre is some distance from the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park
alignment.  The activity centre will be within close proximity to existing community facilities
Westbourne Grammar School, Earth Education Centre, Werribee Islam College and Al-Taqwa
Mosque. There are proposed community facilities within this area including Truganina School and a
recreation reserve.

Woods / Dohertys Road (Map ID No. 12)
There is an indicative location for a large neighbourhood activity centre at the intersection of Woods
and Dohertys Roads, Truganina. There are several existing community attractors within the general
area of the indicative activity centre. The Truganina Sports Ground including a pony club is located on
the southeast side of the intersection of Woods and Dohertys Road. The Old Truganina Cemetery is
located south of the sports ground on the opposite side of Woods Road. North of these facilities on
Dohertys Road is All Paws Boarding Kennel and Cattery.

Deer Park (Map ID No. 16)
Deer Park Village is located in an existing developed area. The activity centre abuts the Western
Highway and will be approximately 750 metres north of the Deer Park train station. Within the
catchment areas community facilities include several educational facilities, including St Peter Chanel
School, Deer Park West Primary School and Western Autistic School. This area also has numerous
recreation areas such as Deer Park Reserve, Bon Thomas Reserve, St Andrews Park, Mt Derrimut
Grasslands and several smaller park areas. Within this area there is also a community centre and
Allara nursing home.

Within the wider catchment area of the activity centre is an area of declared grasslands, Brimbank
Central Shopping Centre, Burnside Shopping Centre, Burnside Retirement Village, Westwood Aged
Care Service and Deer Park Secondary College.

4.2.4 Specialised Activity Centres

As outlined in Melbourne 2030, Specialised Activity Centres provide a mix of economic activities that
generate high numbers of work and visitor trips. They require similar transport management responses
to other types of large centres. Future planning and development of the research precincts should
emphasise their ability to foster interaction between researchers and industry. Space is required so
that new and emerging applications can benefit from co-location.

The Technology Precinct (Map ID No. 22)
The Technology Precinct includes a range of facilities that serve the wider region. These facilities
include Werribee Mercy Hospital, Vet Clinic and Hospital, Wyndham Sports Complex and a golf driving
range campuses for the University of Melbourne and Victoria University, and various organisation
offices, such as Department of Primary Industries and CSIRO.

Leakes / Palmers Road (Map ID No. 10)
This specialist activity centre is yet to be developed. The proposed location for the activity centre is the
intersection of Leakes and Palmers Road.

4.2.5  Outside of Activity Centres

There are several other community facilities and social attractors outside the catchment areas of the
aforementioned activity centres.

The Dame Phillis Frost Women’s Prison and Metropolitan Remand Centre is located to the east of the
alignment and are boarded by the Deer Park Bypass. These are significant correctional facilities which
are located in close proximity to the alignment. Another correctional facility within the investigation
area is Port Phillip Prison. This prison is located at the south-eastern corner of intersection of Dohertys
and Palmers Road, approximately two kilometres from the closest RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park
alignment. These facilities are located at No. 19 on the Community Infrastructure Map.
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The area marked Map ID No. 24b has the following community facilities including Werribee sports
facility (netball, tennis, basketball and BMX track) located adjacent to Ballan Road, Gordon O’Keefe
Reserve Werribee sports facility, Thomas Chirnside Primary School, St Andrews Catholic School,
small areas of open space and Werribee Racecourse which is venue for a market once a month.

There is an employment node, as indicated at Map ID No. 28 on the Community Infrastructure Map,
east of Hoppers Crossing Shopping Centre, parallel to Old Geelong Road. Another significant area of
employment in the west of Melbourne is an industrial employment node, marked as No. 29.

Bala’s Boxing Gym, Map ID No. 30, is situated on Derrimut Road and just north of the RRL - West
Werribee to Deer Park alignment.

Kimgara Park Equestrian Centre, Map ID No. 31 is located at the north-east corner of the intersections
of Dohertys Road and Dukelows Road. This facility is approximately three kilometres from the closest
RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park alignment.

Mount Cottrell, Map ID No. 32, is a significant environmental area in the Shire of Melton. This area is
several kilometres from the Region Rail Link alignments.

Islamic School of Victoria, West Werribee, Olive Branch (Map ID No. 34 ) is located to the south-east
of the Derrimut Road and Boundary Road intersection. The main campus is 4 kilometres away. This
campus offers horticulture and agriculture curriculum to Year 7 to Year 10 students. It is the schools
intention to move all secondary students to this campus in the future.

Key messages for RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park
As depicted in Figure 22 the majority of existing and proposed community infrastructure is located in
areas south and east of the rail corridor alignment. Community infrastructure in these areas primarily
includes schools, community centres, retirement villages, shopping centre, sporting grounds and
parks. There is very limited community infrastructure north and west of the rail corridor alignment; only
two key community attractors have been identified in the area to the north - an equestrian centre and
Mt Cottrell recreation reserve.

Because there are limited community facilities outside of the UGB, there is little movement across the
proposed rail corridor. However, as development expands outwards and new community facilities are
established in these growth areas, movement patterns across the proposed rail corridor alignment will
increase and become more important for maintaining community links. It is important that the design of
the rail corridor protects existing links and provides new strong links across the corridor for all modes
of transport, especially pedestrians and cyclists.

A variety of existing and proposed community infrastructure is / will be located within close proximity to
activity centres. It is important that the activity centres are accessible by all modes of transport, but
with particular attention to walking, cycling and multi-modal transport interchanges.
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5.0 Key Social Issues
This section summarises the key social issues in the investigation area. The issues have been
identified through a desktop analysis and there has been no direct community consultation to further
explore potential issues. This summary provides an overview of the issues that need to be considered
when assessing the alignment options and the selection of the preferred alignment for the RRL – West
Werribee to Deer Park. The planning objectives in Table 1 have been grouped into the following
categories (Table 4).

Table 4 - Grouping of Key Social Issues

Planning Objectives Key Social Issue

To minimise the dislocation or severance of communities and
activities, and to maximise opportunities for improved
connectivity

Dislocation and Severance

To maximise access to goods, services and employment Access and Mobility

To minimise the negative impacts to people and property of
acquiring land

Land Acquisition

To protect and enhance amenity and wellbeing of nearby
sensitive land uses

Amenity

To protect and enhance enjoyment of local heritage and
recreation places

Heritage and recreation

5.1 Dislocation

Dislocation effects occur primarily at the household and individual level. They include property
disruption or acquisition, or people leaving an area due to significant changes to the valued features of
their local environment.

The investigation area will undergo significant changes over the coming decades as a result of urban
expansion. This urban expansion will occur regardless of whether a new train line is constructed in the
area or not. It is therefore likely that some members of the community will relocate as the valued peri-
urban features of their local environment will change as a result of urban growth.

The construction and operation of the rail corridor will require the acquisition of some properties and
the disruption of others. The areas most likely to be affected are:

Central Park Estate
Central Park Estate is located to the south of Ballarat Rail Corridor and east of Robinsons Road. The
estate is being developed by Devine. Land parcels have been marked out and many have been sold
off to the public. Future residents are making long-term investment decisions without the knowledge of
the proposed rail corridor. Depending on the preferred alignment, some dwellings may also need to be
acquired and other dwellings may become adjacent to a rail corridor. The Development Plan Overlay 1
in the Brimbank Planning Scheme only stipulates noise attenuation for housing facing onto freeways
and arterial roads. There is no planning requirement that houses facing onto the Ballarat Rail Corridor
be designed to mute noise from passing trains, but some measures may have been taken by the
developer. Houses further back in the estate are very unlikely to include such noise prevention
designs. This is a significant issue as people will have bought houses being unaware of the potential
increase in rail traffic, grade separation of the rail corridor, and potential acquisition of their land
depending on which alignment is chosen.
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Farms and farm dwellings
There are a number of farms within the investigation area whose land will be severed by the proposed
rail corridor. Depending on the preferred alignment, some dwellings may also need to be acquired.
The acquisition of dwellings is likely to result in the dislocation of existing community connections.
However, the vast majority of farms will be acquired and undergo development as a result of shifting
the UGB and expanding the urban area. Therefore the loss of farming activity will occur regardless of
whether the proposed rail corridor is constructed or not. There are however likely to be some existing
farms that will want to stay.

Rural living
There are approximately 150 properties in the rural living cluster to the north-west of Leakes and
Davis Road. It is assumed that the vast majority of rural living allotments will, over time, be acquired
and undergo development as a result of the expanding UGB. Therefore the loss of rural living
allotments will occur regardless of the proposed rail corridor. There are however likely to be some
existing residents on rural living properties that will want to stay. All rail corridor alignments will require
the acquisition / disruption of at least some dwellings in the south-east corner of the rural living cluster.
The acquisition and disruption to dwellings is likely to result in the dislocation of existing community
connections.

Wyndham Vale Estate
There are approximately 70 existing residential properties that share an interface with the future
Armstrong Road and RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park corridor between Ballan Road and Greens
Road, and the number of properties will continue to grow. Whilst land developers have been
communicating the future likelihood of transport connections through the corridor, the actual
construction of Armstrong Road and the rail corridor may result in some members of the community
choosing to relocate.

Property parcels within 250 metres and 500 metres of the proposed rail corridors are listed in Table 5
and depicted in Figure 23 and Figure 24. There is a mixture of land uses across these parcels, ranging
from residential land uses to extractive industry. The table is only indicative of the potential dislocating
impacts.

Table 5 - Property Parcels within 250m and 500m

Alignment Within 250m Within 500m

N1, S1, S4 & S5 1824 3242

N1B, S1, S4 & S5 1808 3029

N2, S1, S4 & S5 1893 3159

N1-N1-HAL02, S1, S4 & S5 1182 2831

N1-N1-HAL02A, S1, S4 & S5 1227 2937
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Figure 23 - Map of Property Parcels within 250m and 500m of a Proposed Rail Corridor – All Alignments
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Figure 24 - Map of Property Parcels within 250m and 500m of a Proposed Rail Corridor – Alignment N1-N1-HAL02A
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5.2 Severance

Severance occurs when people’s ability to move around their local and regional area is reduced.
For example, severance effects occur when local roads are cut off, connector roads are changed or
suffer increased traffic movements, pedestrian lines are cut off, and/or when public transport routes
are changed.

In the southern section of the investigation area the proposed rail corridor alignment traverses through
an area undergoing urban development. Movement lines in this area include major roads, pedestrian
paths, and trails along creeks and linear parkland.

In the northern section of the investigation area the proposed rail corridors traverse though farming
land, outside of the UGB. Movement lines throughout the local area and region are limited to major
roads.

Vehicle grade separations are proposed for major arterial roads – these are generally 1,600 metres
apart. Whilst this may be suitable for vehicles, it will limit the opportunity for pedestrian movement
across the rail corridor and likely result in increased car dependency amongst the community. For
example, if a resident wants to get from one side of the corridor to the other then they have the choice
between a 2-minute drive or and 20 minute walk over the 1.6 kilometres. Most residents will drive to
save themselves 18 minutes. If however, there are regular shared pathways crossing the rail corridor
pedestrians could reduce their travel time 2-minutes and arrive at the same destination as the person
who drove. These connections will need to be provided by land developers / Council as the area
grows. The design of the rail corridor needs to consider these connections so as to avoid obstacles
that prevent the future development of these pedestrian connections over the rail corridor.

There is a proposed pedestrian path over / under the Ballarat Rail Corridor to connect the residential
estates to the south of the corridor to the proposed recreation reserve to the north. The City of
Brimbank has been collecting developer contributions for the construction of the pathway. The grade
separation of the Ballarat Rail Corridor and the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park corridor requires a
raised structure so that the Ballarat Rail Corridor can pass over the top of the RRL - West Werribee to
Deer Park. The highest point of the structure would be at Robinsons Road, where the underside of the
structure would be 5.75 metres above ground. The overpass would begin on the western side of Deer
Park Station and stretch over 1 kilometre to the west. As a result the pedestrian pathway across the
corridor will have to be underground.

Potential solutions include grade separated pedestrian over / under passes. Overpasses would limit
the opportunities for the elderly and physically impaired people. Underpasses are preferable as they
have no steps to climb, providing better access for the elderly and disabled. Underpasses are not
without there own constraints due to safety concerns around sight lines, surveillance and entrapment.
The design of the over/underpass should be designed using Crime Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CEPTED) principles with the objective of ensuring a sense of safety so that the path is used
by the community.

Increased traffic movements will be experienced across the road network as a result of urban growth.
Types of traffic movement will need to be managed as urban growth occurs. In order to minimise the
potential affects of severance, grade separated crossings over the rail corridor will need to support the
division of traffic into industry and non-industry movements. Freight traffic should be encouraged to
use the proposed Palmers Road Upgrade, rather than travel through Tarneit and Wyndham Vale.

There is an identified need to upgrade the local public transport network. The Transport Network
Consultant (SKM) has provided a concept that can provide local bus service within 400 metres of the
vast majority of local homes, connecting residents to their local train stations and activity centres.

There is a risk that there may be short-term negative impacts for some residents if construction of the
railway line precedes urban development.  In particular existing farmers may experience negative
severance impacts on their properties.  This may require short-term design solutions (e.g. stock
underpasses) to enable landowners to continue using their properties.  Land acquisition may be an
alternative strategy.
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5.3 Land Acquisition

Table 6 summarises the indicative property and dwelling acquisitions required for each alignment. A
direct impact is where a building is affected. An indirect impact is where the land is severed.

When interpreting Table 6 it is important to have regard to the following assumptions:
‚ Even though one alignment may have more conflicts than another alignment, it is the significance

of the land uses which determines the severity of the impact. Impacts to land uses of State
significance are rated as more severe than impacts to land uses that are of local or of no status.

‚ There are a number of large properties with few addresses. For example, Boral Quarry covers an
area of approximately 1,400 hectares, but has only two addresses. By comparison, the 30
properties impacted at Central Park residential estate are within an area no greater than
approximately 5 hectares.

‚ The economic and strategic value of some properties is higher than that of others. The planning
system gives greater weight to stone resource because of their greater economic and strategic
value, rather than residential and farming land uses.

Table 6 - Property Severance and Dwelling Acquisition

N1

S1, S4, S5

N1B

S1, S4, S5

N2

S1, S4, S5

N1-N1-
HAL02

S1, S4, S5

N1-N1-
HAL02A

S1, S4, S5

Direct Sever Direct Sever Direct Sever Direct Sever Direct Sever

Business 1 3 - 2 - 1 - 2 - 1

Crown Land - 2 - 2 - - - 2 - 3

Flora - 2 - 2 - 1 - 2 - 2

Farming 4 26 3 25 3 21 3 26 3 29

Local Heritage - - - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1

Residential - 5 - 5 - 5 33 5 - 5

Rural Living 1 5 1 6 - 9 2 10 3 11

Total 6 43 4 43 3 37 38 48 6 51

5.4 Access

Access benefits may occur when travelling times are reduced, there is easier access to community
services and facilities, and when people have more transport choices available to them.

Access to employment, community services and facilities is a key issue for the community. Urban
growth has proceeded at a rapid rate and population growth has grown more rapidly than local
employment opportunities, community infrastructure and public transport. As a consequence large
sections of the community are heavily dependent on private vehicles for long journeys to work,
shopping and recreation.

In the 2006 Census, 75% of residents in the investigation area travelled to work by a car, and
approximately 40% of Wyndham residents travelled to a place of work outside of their home
municipality.

The proposed RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park provides the opportunity to improve access to
employment, community services and facilities.
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Benefits include:

‚ Improved access to employment - 40% of Wyndham works in neighbouring municipalities to the
east, north and in Central Melbourne. The proposed rail corridor would improve access to these
areas. A flow on benefit includes greater socio-economic wellbeing.

‚ Economic growth and improved access to local employment - The combination of activity centres
and stations along the RRL would be a catalyst for employment within Wyndham; in closer
proximity to local residents. For those residents employed locally, travel times would be
significantly reduced.

‚ Affordability - The lower cost of public transport would make access these facilities more
affordable for marginalised sections of the community.

‚ Access to community services and facilities - Improved access for the disabled, elderly and youth
who generally have limited access to transport. This would contribute to overcoming issues of
social isolation.

‚ Travel time savings - A greater number of existing and future residents who live in the northern
and western parts of Wyndham will have a more direct mode of public transport and the need to
transfer between services will be reduced.

‚ Decrease in social isolation - The improved availability and lower cost of travel by pubic transport,
along with associated urban growth and shared pathways along the rail corridor will assist with
overcoming social isolation.

5.5 Mobility

Mobility relates to the transport choices that people have available to them and the decisions that
affect the mode of travel they use for different trips.

Transport choices in the City of Wyndham are highly constrained by the lack of public transport and
the need to travel long distances to access employment, goods and services. Travel to work statistics
show there is a high dependency on private vehicles for travel:

‚ 75% of the City of Wyndham residents travel to work by private transport as compared to 67% for
the whole of Melbourne.

‚ 1.4% of the City of Wyndham residents travel to work by walking and cycling as compared to
4.2% for the whole of Melbourne.

‚ 8.2% of the City of Wyndham residents travel to work by public transport as compared to 11.7%
for the whole of Melbourne.

In the Community Profile it was identified that Wyndham has a relatively low SEIFA score, indicating
low incomes, low educational attainment, high unemployment and jobs in relatively unskilled
occupations. The proposed RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park will contribute to increasing the
community’s socio-economic wellbeing, reducing their social isolation and access to employment
opportunities, as it will:

‚ Increase the available modes of transport

‚ Reduced travel costs

Increase the number of available destinations that are accessible by public transport, and bicycle
paths (assuming that bicycle paths are established on the corridor as is proposed).
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5.6 Amenity

Amenity impacts are specific impacts on the attractiveness of a given area and people’s enjoyment of
it. They may include changes to their property, the general landscape, the noise environment, and
also changes to the amenity of important community facilities.

Changes to the urban environment will occur as a result of the expanding UGB. Peoples’ perception
and enjoyment of the general landscape will change regardless of whether the rail corridor is
constructed or not. Thus the consideration of amenity issues needs to be limited to private properties,
public properties and significant landscapes that are of value to individuals and/or the community, and
which will be directly affected by the rail corridor.

Central Park Estate, Wyndham Vale Estate and other proposed residential estates
The grade separation of the Ballarat Rail Corridor and the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park corridor
requires a raised structure so that the Ballarat Rail Corridor can pass over the top of the RRL - West
Werribee to Deer Park. The highest point of the structure would be at Robinsons Road, where the
underside of the structure would be 5.75 metres above ground. The overpass would begin on the
western side of Deer Park Station and stretch over 1 kilometre to the west.

Other grade separations include road-rail grade separations in the vicinity of existing and proposed
residential areas and activity centres. These road-rail grade separations include Derrimut Road,
Tarneit Road, Davis Road, Sewells Road, Sayers Road, Ballan Road, Greens Road and Black Forest
Road.

Raised structures are likely to have a significant impact on the amenity of housing and public spaces
facing onto the rail corridor / grade separation and housing further back in the estates, for example:

‚ Overshadowing from the raised structure reducing natural light into properties and public spaces

‚ Overlooking into private properties from train passengers as they pass by

‚ Increased noise to houses that interface with the corridor as a result of increased train traffic and
noise echoing off structures

‚ Increased noise to houses further back in the estate from trains using the overpass, as the
houses in the front no longer provide a buffer

‚ Poor visual amenity around public spaces, especially at activity centres.

Farms, farm dwellings and rural living
It is assumed that the vast majority of farms will, over time, be acquired and undergo development as
a result of the expanding UGB. If the rail corridor were to occur prior to the advancement of urban
growth then the quite rural amenity is likely to be impacted by noise from trains resonating over the
relatively undeveloped landscape.

Creeks and Rivers
Rivers and creeks in the investigation area provide opportunities for linear open space, off-road trail
networks, and passive and recreational spaces. The key rivers and creeks are:

‚ Davis Creek

‚ Dry Creek

‚ Little River

‚ Lollypop Creek

‚ Skeleton Creek

‚ Werribee River

Significant landscapes
Significant landscapes contribute to a community’s definition of its sense of place.  Significant
landscapes in the investigation area include escarpments, creeks and rivers, views across the
relatively flat landscape to geographical peaks such as Mount Cotrell, and man-made features such as
heritage buildings and dry stone walls.
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5.7 Protection of Heritage and Recreation Places

Heritage and recreation places are valued as these contribute to a community’s sense of place, and
thus the protection of these places is important.

Heritage Sites
Identified local heritage sites, as listed in the Wyndham, Melton and Brimbank Planning Schemes are
located at:

‚ South-east of Middle Road and Derrimut Roads:  Rocklands Homestead and Farm

‚ South-east of Dohertys Road and Derrimut Roads: Dohertys House

‚ South-west of Boundary and Woods Roads: Ruined House

‚ South-west of Boundary and Christies Roads: Former Evans House

‚ South of Dohertys Road: Old Truganina Township and Cemetery

‚ Along Skeleton Creek: Skeleton Creek Water Reserve and Water
Holes

‚ Scattered along creek lines Aboriginal cultural heritage

All of these heritage sites are on private property except for:

‚ Old Truganina Township and Cemetery

‚ Skeleton Creek Water Reserve and Water Holes

‚ Aboriginal cultural heritage scattered along creek lines

Depending on which alignment is chosen as the preferred option, these heritage sites may or may not
be impacted. The extent of impact on local heritage varies between alignment options. It is likely that
whichever alignment is chosen that the social impacts can be managed / mitigated. There are also
likely to be unidentified Aboriginal heritage sites along the proposed alignment options.

Recreation Places
There are a number of recreational places in the investigation area. A full list of passive and active
recreational places is provided in Table 3 and mapped in Figure 22. Recreational places that may be
directly impacted by the proposed RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park include:

‚ Truganina Pony Club located to the south-east corner of Dohertys and Woods Roads.

‚ Linear parkland along Lollypop Creek.

‚ Bon Thomas Reserve, which Brimbank City Council have a proposal to upgrade and improve
pedestrian links to from the south side to the north side of the Ballarat Rail Corridor.

‚ Informal recreational places that are presently used by the community, but which are already
earmarked for an alternative use. For example, the Armstrong Road Reserve south of Ballan
Road and flanked by existing schools and housing.

‚ Other recreational places such as animal farms - the Mirage Jamal Multicultural Children's Animal
Farm, and Rivergum Animal Farm.

‚ Other recreational places such as local schools.
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5.8 Key messages for RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park

‚ Dislocation: The proposed rail corridor will require the acquisition of land and dwellings.
Alignment options that minimise the acquisition of land and which minimise barriers between
existing and proposed communities are preferable.

‚ Access: The proposed rail corridor is likely to improve access to jobs, community infrastructure,
shopping, other facilities and resources used by the community by making transport more
available and affordable. This will contribute to improving health and wellbeing outcomes by
reducing social isolation.

‚ Mobility: The community presently travel long distances to access a range of community
infrastructure, employment, goods and services. The proposed rail corridor is likely to improve
travel mode choices, provide alternative and cheaper travel options, and reduce travel times.

‚ Severance: The proposed rail corridor is likely to sever existing movement patterns of farms in
the north of the investigation area and of residential estates under development in the south of
the investigation area. Regular shared pathway crossings over the rail corridor are required to
ensure good access by all modes of transport.

‚ Amenity: The proposed rail corridor will have an impact on amenity. An alignment option that
reduces the number and extent of impacts is preferable. The design of the rail corridor should
address landscaping and urban design issues as practical to mitigate potential issues. Where
there are residual impacts, an urban design program would be required to work in conjunction
with the detailed deign of the rail corridor to minimise potential impacts.

‚ Heritage and recreation: The proposed rail corridor is likely to have an impact on heritage and
recreation places. An alignment option that reduces the number and extent of impacts is
preferable. As with amenity issues, the rail corridor design should first avoid potential impacts.
Where there are residual impacts, the design should address ways that the enjoyment of these
places can continue. It is likely that unidentified heritage places will be affected as there have
been few heritage studies outside of the UGB.
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6.0 Assessment of Route Alignment
The following section assesses each of the proposed rail corridor alignments. The social impacts,
including constraints and opportunities, have been assessed using the Objective Based Evaluation
Model (OBEM). The OBEM is used to evaluate the level of performance against assessment criteria.
Whilst the OBEM is not a comparative model, it can be used to rank alignment options based on their
performance against the criteria.

6.1 Assessment Criteria

To assess which proposed rail corridor alignment and station locations perform the best from a social
planning perspective, a set of objectives and criteria by which to measure the alignment options was
developed. The assessment criteria were informed by State and local policy, and developed in
consultation with the DoT.

The social planning objectives and criteria are:

Planning Objectives Assessment Criteria

Impact of severance effects upon road, public transport, walking
and cycling networks to community facilities and properties, retail
precincts and access to properties

To minimise the dislocation or
severance of communities and
activities, and to maximise
opportunities for improved
connectivity Impact on local social networks, community patterns and linkages.

Proximity to activity nodes and employment centres

Impact on access to regional health and education facilitiesTo maximise access to goods,
services and employment

Impact on employment opportunities and access improvements to
areas of employment

Number of properties by type affected by acquisition (agricultural,
residential, commercial, public space)To minimise the negative

impacts to people and property
of acquiring land Land holdings by type that stand to benefit from proximity to a

station

To protect and enhance amenity
and wellbeing of nearby
sensitive land uses

Impact resulting from the construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route on residents, important community
facilities and open space, in terms of – noise, dust and fumes,
visual intrusion, light, aesthetics, vibration and landscaping.

Impact of the route on sites of European and Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage and the public’s enjoyment of these spaces.

Impact of the route on open space (including linear open space
networks) and environmental sites valued for their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

To protect and enhance
enjoyment of local heritage and
recreation places

Impact on the use and development of recreational facilities
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The rating scale for the Objective Based Evaluation Model is:

Rating Defined Values Colour

Very Well
Best practice, strong level of compliance,
major positive impact. Dark Green

Well
Improved practice, good policy compliance,
positive impact. Light Green

Moderately Well
Partial policy compliance, no distinct positive
or negative impact. Yellow

Poorly Policy non compliance and negative impact. Orange

Very Poor
Major policy non compliance and major
negative impact. Red

6.2 Alignment Options

The initial alignment options and additional alignment options that were developed as an outcome of
the Alignment Selection Workshop are:

Initial Alignment Options
N1: Alignment N1 travels via the Ballarat Rail Corridor and after Robinsons Road it curves to the south
to travel parallel to Christies Road, after Dohertys Road it curves to the west to run parallel to Leakes
Road up to Davis Road. After Davis Road all alignments are the same (see dot point below).

N1B: Alignment N1B travels via the same route as N1 up to Middle Road, after which it travels mid-
way between Christies Road and Derrimut Road before joining up with the N1 Alignment again at
Leakes and Derrimut Road. After Davis Road all alignments are the same (see dot point below).

N2: Alignment N2 travels via the Ballarat Rail Corridor up to Christies Road and then cuts through the
Boral Basalt Quarry and then curves south to run parallel to Derrimut Road, after Dohertys Road it
curves to the west and runs parallel to Leakes Road up to Davis Road. After Davis Road all
alignments are the same (see dot point below).

S1, S4 and S5: For Alignments N1, N1B and N2 - south of Davis Road there is one alignment. It
travels in a south-westerly direction to Shanahans Road, after which it curves to the south and travels
parallel to Hobbs Road and the proposed Armstrong Road Alignment to the edge of the existing UGB
before curving to both the east and west to join the Melbourne-Geelong Rail Corridor.

Post Workshop Alignments
N1-N1-HAL02: N1-N1-HAL02 travels via the same route as N1B, except that in order to reach higher
speeds (160km/h) it veers of the Ballarat Corridor earlier and travels a straighter route between Riding
Boundary Road and Dohertys Road, after which it runs parallel to Leakes, but further north than the
other alignments.

N1-N1-HAL02A: N1-N1-HAL02A travels a similar route as N1 up to Derrimut Road and thereafter
travels via the same route as Alignment N1-HAL02A.

N1-HAL02 and N1-HAL02A south of Leakes-Davis Road: For Alignments N1, N1B and N2 - After
Davis Road N1-HAL02 bends further to the west than the other alignments in order to maintain speed,
but rejoins the alignments at Ballan Road before entering Manor Lakes.
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Figure 25 - Alignment Options
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6.3 Assessment for Alignment N1

Objective Criteria Assessment of N1 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact of severance effects upon
road, public transport, walking and
cycling networks to community
facilities and properties, retail
precincts and access to properties

This option is mostly outside the existing urban area
except in the vicinity of Deer Park and Wyndham
Vale. The Alignment is unlikely to have a significant
severance impact, and provides opportunities to
improve accessibility.

The potential for severance impacts is greater along
the southern section of the alignment (S1, S4 and
S5) as residential and community infrastructure
development is already underway on both sides of
the corridor.

The northern section of Alignment N1 is unlikely to
have as a significant severance impact, until such
time that urban development progresses beyond the
preferred alignment.

There is likely to be severance impacts to individual
properties along the proposed rail corridor.

The following issues need to be managed:

‚ Construction of a pedestrian path connecting
the residential estates to the south of the
Ballarat Rail Corridor to Bon Thomas Reserve
on the northern side of the corridor.

‚ Provision for grade separated pedestrian
crossings at least midway between major
roads, ie every 800 metres, with a preference
for underpasses rather than overpasses.

‚ Provision for bicycle pathways along the entire
route of the rail corridor.

To minimise the
dislocation or
severance of
communities and
activities, and to
maximise
opportunities for
improved
connectivity

Impact on local social networks,
community patterns and linkages.

This option will increase the variety of transport
modes available; make transport more affordable,
especially for marginalised sections of the
community; and bring public transport in closer
proximity to a growing number of residents. This is
likely to provide increased accessibility to social
networks and breakdown social isolation as a result.

The option may affect some social networks in the
investigation area, the extent of these will depend on
the number of properties acquired, and how the
expansion of the urban area is managed. There is
very little difference between the alignment options.

The Alignment could have an effect on existing
social networks if it creates a barrier between
neighbouring properties. Measures to mitigate these
issues include regular crossings of the rail corridor
for pedestrians and cyclists.
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N1 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Proximity to activity nodes and
employment centres

This option is likely to improve the socio-economic
well-being of the community.

This option will establish train stations and provide
improved access to employment at existing and
proposed activity centres – Manor Lakes, Rose
Grange, North West Tarneit and Black Forest Road.

With a complimentary bus network, Rose Grange
station could also provide improved access to
employment in the Truganina/Derrimut Industrial
areas to the east and activity centres to the south.

This option will also increase access by public
transport to regional level activity centres in
Sunshine and the City.

This option is likely to include a shared path network
in close proximity to residential areas, increasing
access to community facilities and activity centres
along the rail corridor.

Impact on access to regional
health and education facilities

Providing more train stations on the suburban rail
network will increase access to regional health and
education facilities at Werribee, Footscray and the
city by public transport.

To maximise
access to goods,
services and
employment

Impact on employment
opportunities and access
improvements to areas of
employment

Providing more train stations on the suburban rail
network will increase access to employment
opportunities at Werribee, Footscray and the city by
public transport.

With a complimentary bus network, Rose Grange
station could also provide improved access to
employment in the Truganina/Derrimut Industrial
areas to the east and activity centres to the south.

The further development of existing and proposed
activity centres along the rail corridor will increase
access to local employment opportunities.

To minimise the
negative impacts to
people and
property of
acquiring land

Number of properties by type
affected by acquisition
(agricultural, residential,
commercial, public space)

This option would sever:

‚ 26 farming properties

‚ 5 residential properties (Urban Growth Zone)

‚ 5 rural living properties

‚ 3 businesses

This option directly impacts:

‚ 4 farm buildings/dwellings

‚ 1 rural living buildings/dwellings

‚ 1 business building

Many of these properties are likely to be affected by
the UGB expansion regardless of the rail corridor.
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N1 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Land holdings by type that stand
to benefit from proximity to a
station

The development of this option would potentially
benefit:

‚ Farming land owned or under offer by
developers

‚ Rural living land owners interested in the
intensification of their land

‚ Suburban homes in walking proximity of a
future station

To protect and
enhance amenity
and wellbeing of
nearby sensitive
land uses

Impact resulting from the
construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route on
residents, important community
facilities and open space, in terms
of – noise, dust and fumes, visual
intrusion, light, aesthetics,
vibration and landscaping.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the proposed
rail corridor are likely to be impacted by noise, dust,
fumes and vibration during construction of the RRL -
West Werribee to Deer Park.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the proposed
rail corridor may be impacted by visual intrusion,
light, aesthetics, vibrations and changes to the
physical landscape during operation of the RRL -
West Werribee to Deer Park.

The number of potentially affected properties are:

‚ Land parcels within 250 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the rail
corridor would occur – 1824.

‚ Land parcels within 500 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the rail
corridor would occur – 3242.

Impact of the route on sites of
European and Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage and the public’s
enjoyment of these spaces.

This option is in close proximity to a variety of
existing and proposed heritage and recreation
facilities, including:

‚ Aboriginal Heritage sites that are likely to be
found scattered along creek lines

‚ Skeleton Creek Water Reserve and Water
Holes

To protect and
enhance enjoyment
of local heritage
and recreation
places

Impact of the route on open space
(including linear open space
networks) and environmental sites
valued for their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

For the northern section of the alignment, no existing
open space networks would be affected by this
option.

For the southern section, Alignment S1 affects linear
parkland along Lollypop Creek.

The alignment will affect the future development of
open space networks.  The long-term impact will
depend on the review of the UGB, how much of this
alignment is within the future urban area, the location
of future public open space and opportunities to
provide pedestrian access along creek paths which
pass under rail corridors.
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N1 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact on the use and
development of recreational
facilities

This option is unlikely to have any impact on the use
and development of recreational facilities in its
immediate vicinity in the short to medium term.

Construction of shared paths alongside the railway
line would provide a recreational facility, as well as
providing a significant link between residential areas
and recreational facilities.

The long term impact will depend on the review of
the UGB and how much of the option lies in close
proximity to future urban development.

Regional Rail Link - West Werribee to Deer Park
Social Impact Assessment
P:\60095661\8_Issued_docs\8.1_Reports\RRL - WWDP - Social Impact Assessment - Final Report.doc
Revision B   23 April 2009 Page 69



6.4 Assessment for Alignment N1B

Objective Criteria Assessment of N1B Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact of severance effects upon
road, public transport, walking
and cycling networks to
community facilities and
properties, retail precincts and
access to properties

As per N1.To minimise the
dislocation or
severance of
communities and
activities, and to
maximise
opportunities for
improved
connectivity

Impact on local social networks,
community patterns and linkages.

As per N1.

Proximity to activity nodes and
employment centres

As per N1.

Impact on access to regional
health and education facilities

As per N1.

To maximise
access to goods,
services and
employment

Impact on employment
opportunities and access
improvements to areas of
employment

As per N1.

Number of properties by type
affected by acquisition
(agricultural, residential,
commercial, public space)

This  option would sever:

‚ 25 farming properties

‚ 5 residential properties (Urban Growth Zone)

‚ 6 rural living properties

‚ 2 businesses

‚ 1 local heritage site

This option directly impacts:

‚ 3 farm buildings/dwellings

‚ 1 rural living buildings/dwellings

Many of these properties are likely to be affected by
the expansion of the UGB regardless of whether the
proposed rail corridor is constructed.

To minimise the
negative impacts to
people and property
of acquiring land

Land holdings by type that stand
to benefit from proximity to a
station

As per N1.

To protect and
enhance amenity
and wellbeing of
nearby sensitive
land uses

Impact resulting from the
construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route on
residents, important community
facilities and open space, in terms
of – noise, dust and fumes, visual
intrusion, light, aesthetics,
vibration and landscaping.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the proposed
rail corridor are likely to be impacted by noise, dust,
fumes and vibration during construction of the RRL -
West Werribee to Deer Park.
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N1B Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the proposed
rail corridor may be impacted by visual intrusion,
light, aesthetics, vibrations and changes to the
physical landscape during operation of the RRL -
West Werribee to Deer Park.

The number of potentially affected properties are:

‚ Land parcels within 250 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the rail
corridor would occur – 1808.

‚ Land parcels within 500 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the rail
corridor would occur – 3029.

Impact of the route on sites of
European and Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage and the public’s
enjoyment of these spaces.

This option is in close proximity to a variety of
existing and proposed heritage and recreation
facilities, including:

‚ Aboriginal Heritage sites that are likely to be
found scattered along creek lines

‚ Skeleton Creek Water Reserve and Water
Holes

This option passes through:

‚ Ruined House at 267 Woods Road

Impact of the route on open
space (including linear open
space networks) and
environmental sites valued for
their biodiversity and enjoyment
by the community

As per N1.

To protect and
enhance enjoyment
of local heritage
and recreation
places

Impact on the use and
development of recreational
facilities

As per N1.
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6.5 Assessment for Alignment N2

Objective Criteria Assessment of N2 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact of severance effects
upon road, public transport,
walking and cycling networks
to community facilities and
properties, retail precincts and
access to properties

As per N1.

In addition to N1, Alignment N2 is very close to
the alignment for the Outer Metropolitan Ring
Road in some areas.  This proximity may affect
the amount of developable land between the
two transport corridors, particularly in the
vicinity of Hopkins Road.

N2 is on the edge of the potential urban area.
The associated shared path would travel
through Boral Quarry and in this area would be
isolated from residential areas and existing /
future community facilities.

To minimise the
dislocation or
severance of
communities and
activities, and to
maximise
opportunities for
improved
connectivity

Impact on local social
networks, community patterns
and linkages.

As per N1.

Proximity to activity nodes and
employment centres

This is generally similar to N1, except that
locating a station on the corner of Dohertys and
Derrimut Road would likely result in the division
of Rose Grange Activity Centre into two smaller
Neighbourhood Activity Centres, rather than
one larger Major Activity Centre (MAC). As a
consequence, residents would have to travel
further to access higher order goods and
services associated with MACs.

Impact on access to regional
health and education facilities

As per N1.

To maximise
access to goods,
services and
employment

Impact on employment
opportunities and access
improvements to areas of
employment

This is generally similar to N1, except that a
station and activity centre at Dohertys and
Derrimut Roads would constrain opportunities
for local employment growth as the centre
would only be a Neighbourhood Activity Centre
and not a Major Activity Centre.

To minimise the
negative impacts
to people and
property of
acquiring land

Number of properties by type
affected by acquisition
(agricultural, residential,
commercial, public space)

This  option would sever:

‚ 21 farming properties

‚ 5 residential properties (Urban Growth
Zone)

‚ 9 rural living properties

‚ 1 business property

This option directly impacts:

‚ 3 farm buildings/dwellings
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N2 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Many of these properties are likely to be
affected by the expansion of the UGB
regardless of whether the proposed rail corridor
is constructed.

This option affects the Boral Quarry and landfill.
The quarry is considered to be a state
significant resource and provides a social
benefit to the whole State.

Land holdings by type that
stand to benefit from proximity
to a station

As per N1.

To protect and
enhance amenity
and wellbeing of
nearby sensitive
land uses

Impact resulting from the
construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route
on residents, important
community facilities and open
space, in terms of – noise,
dust and fumes, visual
intrusion, light, aesthetics,
vibration and landscaping.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the
proposed rail corridor are likely to be impacted
by noise, dust, fumes and vibration during
construction of the RRL - West Werribee to
Deer Park.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the
proposed rail corridor may be impacted by
visual intrusion, light, aesthetics, vibrations and
changes to the physical landscape during
operation of the RRL - West Werribee to Deer
Park.

The number of potentially affected properties
are:

‚ Land parcels within 250 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the
rail corridor would occur – 1893.

‚ Land parcels within 500 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the
rail corridor would occur – 3159.

To protect and
enhance
enjoyment of
local heritage and
recreation places

Impact of the route on sites of
European and Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and the
public’s enjoyment of these
spaces.

This option is in close proximity to a variety of
existing and proposed heritage and recreation
facilities, including:

‚ Islamic Schools of Victoria, Werribee
College, Olive Branch

‚ Dohertys House

‚ Aboriginal Heritage sites that are likely to
be found scattered along creek lines

This option passes through:

‚ Truganina Landcare Group demonstration
site

‚ Rocklands Homestead and Farm
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N2 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact of the route on open
space (including linear open
space networks) and
environmental sites valued for
their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

As per N1.

Impact on the use and
development of recreational
facilities

This is generally similar to N1, except that
community facilities north of Dohertys Road,
within proximity to the rail corridor and with
access to a station, would be along the urban
fringe and not central to a large cross section of
the community.
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6.6 Assessment for Alignment N1-HAL02

Objective Criteria Assessment of N1-HAL02 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact of severance effects
upon road, public transport,
walking and cycling networks
to community facilities and
properties, retail precincts and
access to properties

As per N1.To minimise the
dislocation or
severance of
communities and
activities, and to
maximise
opportunities for
improved
connectivity

Impact on local social
networks, community patterns
and linkages.

As per N1.

In addition to N1, this option requires the
acquisition of approximately 30 properties in
the Central Park Estate and it may affect the
sustainability of this community if community
connections cannot be maintained for the
remainder of the community.

Proximity to activity nodes and
employment centres

As per N1.

Impact on access to regional
health and education facilities

As per N1.

To maximise
access to goods,
services and
employment

Impact on employment
opportunities and access
improvements to areas of
employment

As per N1.

To minimise the
negative impacts
to people and
property of
acquiring land

Number of properties by type
affected by acquisition
(agricultural, residential,
commercial, public space)

This  option would sever:

‚ 26 farming properties

‚ 5 residential properties (Urban Growth
Zone)

‚ 10 rural living properties

‚ 2 business property

‚ 1 local heritage site

This option directly impacts:

‚ 3 farm buildings/dwellings

‚ 33 residential buildings/dwellings (Central
Park Estate)

‚ 2 rural living buildings/dwellings

Many of these properties are likely to be
affected by UGB expansion regardless of the
rail corridor.

Lots in the Central Park Estate have been on-
sold. This alignment would significantly impact
local residents who have recently made long-
term property investments.
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N1-HAL02 Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Land holdings by type that
stand to benefit from proximity
to a station

As per N1.

To protect and
enhance amenity
and wellbeing of
nearby sensitive
land uses

Impact resulting from the
construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route
on residents, important
community facilities and open
space, in terms of – noise,
dust and fumes, visual
intrusion, light, aesthetics,
vibration and landscaping.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the
proposed rail corridor are likely to be impacted
by noise, dust, fumes and vibration during
construction of the RRL - West Werribee to
Deer Park.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the
proposed rail corridor may be impacted by
visual intrusion, light, aesthetics, vibrations and
changes to the physical landscape during
operation of the RRL - West Werribee to Deer
Park.

The number of potentially affected properties
are:

‚ Land parcels within 250 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the
rail corridor would occur – 1182.

‚ Land parcels within 500 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the
rail corridor would occur – 2831.

Impact of the route on sites of
European and Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and the
public’s enjoyment of these
spaces.

This option is in close proximity to a variety of
existing and proposed heritage and recreation
facilities, including:

‚ Truganina Sports Ground

‚ Truganina Pony Club

‚ Old Truganina Township and Cemetery

‚ Aboriginal Heritage sites that are likely to
be found scattered along creek lines

The option passes through the south-east
corner of:

‚ Skeleton Creek Water Reserve and Water
Holes

Impact of the route on open
space (including linear open
space networks) and
environmental sites valued for
their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

As per N1.

To protect and
enhance
enjoyment of
local heritage
and recreation
places

Impact on the use and
development of recreational
facilities

As per N1.
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6.7 Assessment for Alignment N1-HAL02A

Objective Criteria Assessment of N1-HAL02A Alignment
OBEM
Rating

Impact of severance effects
upon road, public transport,
walking and cycling networks
to community facilities and
properties, retail precincts and
access to properties

As per N1.To minimise the
dislocation or
severance of
communities and
activities, and to
maximise
opportunities for
improved
connectivity

Impact on local social
networks, community patterns
and linkages.

As per N1.

Proximity to activity nodes and
employment centres

As per N1.

Impact on access to regional
health and education facilities

As per N1.

To maximise
access to goods,
services and
employment

Impact on employment
opportunities and access
improvements to areas of
employment

As per N1.

Number of properties by type
affected by acquisition
(agricultural, residential,
commercial, public space)

The N1-HAL02 Alignment has been modified in
order to keep the rail corridor outside of the
existing urban area.

This  option would sever:

‚ 29 farming properties

‚ 5 residential properties (Urban Growth
Zone)

‚ 11 rural living properties

‚ 1 business property

‚ 1 local heritage site

This option directly impacts:

‚ 3 farm buildings/dwellings

‚ 3 rural living buildings/dwellings

Many of these properties are likely to be
affected by the expansion of the UGB
regardless of whether the proposed rail corridor
is constructed.

To minimise the
negative impacts
to people and
property of
acquiring land

Land holdings by type that
stand to benefit from proximity
to a station

As per N1.
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Objective Criteria Assessment of N1-HAL02A Alignment
OBEM
Rating

To protect and
enhance amenity
and wellbeing of
nearby sensitive
land uses

Impact resulting from the
construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route
on residents, important
community facilities and open
space, in terms of – noise,
dust and fumes, visual
intrusion, light, aesthetics,
vibration and landscaping.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the
proposed rail corridor are likely to be impacted
by noise, dust, fumes and vibration during
construction of the RRL - West Werribee to
Deer Park.

Neighbouring properties in proximity to the
proposed rail corridor may be impacted by
visual intrusion, light, aesthetics, vibrations and
changes to the physical landscape during
operation.

The number of potentially affected properties
are:

‚ Land parcels within 250 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the
rail corridor would occur – 1227.

‚ Land parcels within 500 metres of the area
where construction and operation of the
rail corridor would occur – 2937.

Impact of the route on sites of
European and Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage and the
public’s enjoyment of these
spaces.

This option is in close proximity to a variety of
existing and proposed heritage and recreation
facilities, including:

‚ Old Truganina Township and Cemetery

‚ Aboriginal Heritage sites that are likely to
be found scattered along creek lines

The option passes through the south-east
corner of:

‚ The public park and Pony Club located to
the south-east of Dohertys and Derrimut
Road.

Impact of the route on open
space (including linear open
space networks) and
environmental sites valued for
their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

This is generally similar to N1, except that this
alignment affects the public open space at Old
Truganina Township. This site is used as a
Pony Club. The neighbouring site is the
Truganina Progress Association Sports Ground
(the site is not developed as a sports ground).

To protect and
enhance
enjoyment of
local heritage and
recreation places

Impact on the use and
development of recreational
facilities

As per N1.
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6.8 Updated Property Severance and Dwelling Acquisition

Following the selection of the preferred alignment – N1-HAL02A – a draft concept design was
prepared. The concept design shows additional detail about grade separated rail-road crossings, train
station footprints and train stabling footprints. Therefore, a direct comparison with Table 6 is not
possible as the previous alignments did not have the same level of concept design. Table 7 provides a
summary of the revised land use impacts.

Note:
‚ Some sites are counted twice as they posses multiple values, for example one site is used both

as public open space and has local heritage values, and many sites used as farms have flora
values.

‚ The majority of the residential land affected are large lots zoned Urban Growth Zone and this land
has not yet been developed. Land in the Armstrong Road reservation has not been counted as
the land developer has already provided space for the proposed rail corridor. Only 4 of the lots
are in the Residential 1 Zone; these are yet to be developed.

‚ There are eight properties that contain the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic
Plain which is listed as critically endangered under the EPBC Act.

‚ Only 2 of the business sites are developed.

‚ Farms include a mixture of dwellings and other buildings used as part of the farm’s business
operations.

Key findings:

‚ Five dwellings on rural living properties will be directly impacted and will result in the dislocation
of the residents from their community.

‚ Five dwellings on farming properties will be directly impacted and will result in the dislocation of
the residents from their community.

‚ The existing business will need to be relocated. For those affected, this may result in the
dislocation of employees and companies, further travel distances to access existing/replacement
employment, and for other members of the community further travelling distance to access
affected goods and services offered by these businesses.

Between the completion of this report and preparation of the Planning Scheme Amendment it is
possible that some land uses may change, consequently the identification of social impacts will need
to be updated for the Planning Scheme Amendment.

Table 7 - Updated Property Severance and Dwelling Acquisition

N1-HAL02A, S1, S4, S5

Direct Severance

Business - 6
Crown Land - 12
Flora - 8
Farming 5 30
Local Heritage Site - 1
Residential - 11
Rural Living 5 12
Public Open Space - 1
Total 10 79
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7.0 Recommendations and Next Steps

7.1 Preferred Alignment

In summary, five alignments north-east of Leakes-Davis Road have been assessed – N1, N1B, N2,
N1-HAL02 and N1-HAL02A.

Table 8 shows how well each of the alignments has performed against the social planning objectives
and assessment criteria. Overall, the best performing alignments from a social planning perspective
are N1 and N1-HAL02A, although the difference between these alignment options is marginal.

The key outcomes of the social impact assessment are:

‚ N2 and N1-HAL02 have the greatest impact on the dislocation or severance of communities and
activities. This is because N1-HAL02 would potentially dislocate approximately 30 residential
properties in the Central Park Estate. Alignment N2 is on the edge of the proposed urban area
and would isolate existing / future community facilities. All other alignments score as well as each
other.

‚ All alignments provide for improved access to goods, services, employment, health and
education. However, N2 would divide the Rose Grange Activity Centre into two. This would mean
that higher order goods and services associated with Major Activity Centres would not develop in
the northern section of the investigation area, and that residents would have to travel further to
access these.

‚ All alignments will require the acquisition of land. N1-HAL02A, N1 and N1B have fairly equal
impacts as a result of land acquisition. Alignment N1-HAL02 has the greatest negative social
impact as it directly impacts approximately 30 dwellings that are under construction in the Central
Park Estate. Alignment N2 also has a significant social impact as it would dislocate Boral Quarry
which is a state significant resource that benefits the whole State.

‚ The N1, N1B and N2 Alignments are likely to have a greater impact during the construction and
operation phase on the surrounding community, as opposed to N1-HAL02 and N1-HAL02A.

‚ N1-HAL02A will have an impact on zoned public open space located to the south-east of the
Dohertys Road and Woods Road intersection. The site is used by a local Pony Club. The
severance is contained to the south-east corner of the site and continued use of the remaining
portion of the site is likely to be achievable.

From a social planning perspective there is little difference between N1, N1-HAL02A and N1B.
Although N1 scored slightly higher than N1-HAL02A, the residual issues can be managed through
careful urban planning and responsive detailed design of the rail corridor.

During the Alignment Selection Workshop it was determined that Alignments N1 and N1B are not
feasible due to other constraints, such as speed and urban growth opportunities.
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Table 8 - Summary of All Alignments

Objective Criteria
N1 N1B N2 N1-

HAL02
N1-

HAL02A

Impact of severance effects upon
road, public transport, walking and
cycling networks to community
facilities and properties, retail
precincts and access to properties

To minimise the
dislocation or
severance of
communities and
activities, and to
maximise opportunities
for improved
connectivity

Impact on local social networks,
community patterns and linkages.

Proximity to activity nodes and
employment centres

Impact on access to regional
health and education facilities

To maximise access to
goods, services and
employment Impact on employment

opportunities and access
improvements to areas of
employment

Number of properties by type
affected by acquisition
(agricultural, residential,
commercial, public space)

To minimise the
negative impacts to
people and property of
acquiring land

Land holdings by type that stand to
benefit from proximity to a station

To protect and enhance
amenity and wellbeing
of nearby sensitive land
uses

Impact resulting from the
construction, operation and
maintenance of the rail route on
residents, important community
facilities and open space, in terms
of – noise, dust and fumes, visual
intrusion, light, aesthetics, vibration
and landscaping.

Impact of the route on sites of
European and Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage and the public’s
enjoyment of these spaces.

Impact of the route on open space
(including linear open space
networks) and environmental sites
valued for their biodiversity and
enjoyment by the community

To protect and enhance
enjoyment of local
heritage and recreation
places

Impact on the use and
development of recreational
facilities
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7.2 Mitigation and Next Steps

In order to reduce any residual impacts the following issues need to be managed and mitigation
techniques employed:
‚ Ensure that the proposed pedestrian crossing of the Ballarat Rail Corridor connecting residential

estates to the south to Bon Thomas Reserve can be constructed.

‚ Provide grade separated pedestrian paths over / under the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park
Corridor at intervals less than every 1,600 metres.

‚ Construct a shared pathway along the length of the RRL – West Werribee to Deer Park
connecting to activity centres, public open spaces and other community infrastructure.

‚ Implement an urban design program that links in with the detailed design of the rail corridor to
deal with visual amenity impacts and physical access barriers at key locations where road and /
or rail bridges impact on private and public spaces – especially at activity centres, sensitive
heritage sites and dwellings.

‚ Investigate opportunities to mitigate the impacts on the public open space located to the south-
east of Dohertys and Woods Road. This space is presently used by the local Pony Club.

This SIA of the RRL - West Werribee to Deer Park is a desktop study and no community consultation
has been undertaken. It is strongly recommended that community consultation be undertaken in the
near future to confirm the findings of this report and identify any other social issues and community
infrastructure in the investigation area.
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